CAMBRIAN 2 EXPANSION PACK 1

USER MANUAL
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Introduction

The Cambrian 2 expansion pack is a collection of new rolling stock and activities for the 3DTrainstuff Cambrian 2 Route.  Before attempting to install the Cambrian 2 expansion pack, users must ensure that the Cambrian 2 Route is already installed, as the new add-on will not work without the route.      

The Cambrian 2 expansion pack contains new locomotives, carriages and wagons together with realistic and highly accurate cabs and sounds to enhance the rolling stock selection supplied originally with the Cambrian 2 Route.  The majority of the new locomotives and railcars are diesel, but there are also a few new versions of some of the steam locomotives supplied with the route, e.g. snowplough fitted Dukedogs and several locomotives sporting the Cambrian Coast Express headboard.  In general, the carriages and wagons are from the same era as the diesel locomotives (1960s and ’70s).  Collectively, the combined rolling stock selection (original plus expansion pack) permits owners of the Cambrian 2 route to simulate realistic operations over the route any time between the late 1930s and mid 1980s.  

The Cambrian 2 expansion pack also contains 120 new activities, continuing the career of a fictional driver from his days as a fireman, through a stint at Shrewsbury during the Second World War to passing out as a driver at Oswestry in 1952 before finally returning to Machynlleth in 1960.   The activities feature of range of duties including shunting, local and longer distance goods trains, branch line passenger services and the famous Cambrian Coast Express.  They cover a 37 year period from 1939 to 1976, enabling players to sample the full range of rolling stock from Prairies and Dukedogs in the 1930s and ‘40s through to the DMUs and diesel Class 25s in the 1970s.  

New trains 

The Cambrian 2 expansion pack contains 4 new types of locomotive, each with custom sounds and cabs plus new versions of some of the existing locomotives.  New carriages and wagons are also supplied suitable for use with the new locomotives.

New locomotives

Metro Cammell Class 101 Diesel Multiple Unit

The class 101 is a re-release of the diesel multiple unit (dmu) supplied as part of the first Cambrian route (Cambrian Route – A Seaside journey).  It is one of several types of dmu that were introduced onto Britain’s railways from the late 1950s in an attempt to cut the operating costs of local and regional passenger services.  They were powered by 2 x 150 hp Leyland diesel engines mounted under the floor, had a 4 speed epicyclic gearbox and vacuum brakes.  Although primarily employed on branch lines and other local services, this type of train was also used on long distance cross-country journeys and special workings such as football specials or summer relief trains.  

The 101s often operated in pairs (or multiples thereof) with one power car mated to an unpowered trailer, but 3-car units were also common and, on steeply graded lines, “power twin” units comprising two power cars were employed.  The version included with Cambrian 2 expansion pack is a 2 car power/trailer consist, with the driver’s cab located in the trailer car.  During their half century in service, these trains have worn many liveries and the three most common are included in the Cambrian 2 expansion pack:  

BR green – 1950s and 60s

BR blue – 1970s

BR blue/grey – 1980s and 1990s.
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Metro-Cammell Class 101 dmus at Barmouth

Technical Details

Engine type: 2x BUT (Leyland) Diesel of 11.1 Litres, Horizontal 6 cylinder. 

Power: 300hp

Transmission: 4 Speed Mechanical

Max. speed: 70 mph 

Width: 9 ft. 3 in. (2.17 m )

Length: 57 ft. 6 in. (18.79 m)

Weight: 32.0 tons Motor Brake Second (DMBS)

Class 108 Derby Lightweight DMU

The class 108 was another of the common types of dmu to run over the Cambrian route between 1965 (when they replaced steam locomotives on the majority of passenger trains) and 1986 (when in turn were replaced by the ‘Sprinters’).   They were similar in many ways to the Metro-Cammell 101 described above and performed identical duties, often running in multiple with the 101 units.

The Class 108 Derby Lightweight was introduced in 1958, having been developed from the earlier Derby Lightweight vehicles built in the mid 1950s. The class retained the low side windows, but had a new cab design.  They were manufactured until 1961 at Derby Works, where 329 were built.  The Class 108 was in service until 1993.  Three liveries are included in the Cambrian 2 expansion pack:  
BR green* – 1950s and 60s

BR blue – 1970s

BR blue/grey – 1980s and 1990s.

* The green livery is the earlier version dating from the 1950s, whereas that on the 101 is the later version with the yellow warning panel on the cab ends.
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BR Derby Class 108 dmu at Minffordd

Technical Details

Engine type: 2x BUT (Leyland) Diesel of 11.1 Litres, Horizontal 6 cylinder. 

Power: 300hp

Transmission: 4 Speed Mechanical

Max. speed: 70 mph 

Width: 9 ft. 3 in. (2.17 m )

Length: 57 ft. 6 in. (18.79 m)

BR Type 2 (later known as Class 25) 

The Class 25s were introduced in the mid 1960s as railway modernisation in Britain took hold and the last of the steam locos were withdrawn.  They were a more powerful derivative of the Class 24 with their Sulzer six-cylinder engines producing 1,250bhp at 750rpm.  They were classed as mixed traffic locomotives and were equally at home on passenger and goods trains.  On the Cambrian, the Class 25s were used on pick-up goods trains and on summer Saturday passenger trains to and from London throughout the 1970s and could often be seen doubleheaded on railtours until the mid 1980s. Three variants are included in the pack:

D7523 in two-tone green livery,

25262 in BR blue livery,

25213 in BR blue livery (worn).

D7523 and 25213 are members of the 25/2 sub-class, while 25262 is a class 25/3.   All three locos were built at the BR Derby workshops between January 1965 and April 1966.

Technical Details

Engine type: Sulzer 6LDA28-B.

Max. speed: 90 mph.

Maximum power: 1,250hp

Continuous rated rail hp: 949hp

Tractive Effort: 46, 500lb.

Transmission: Diesel Electric.

Length: 50ft 6in.

Width: 8ft.11 5/8in

Weight: 70.0 tons.

Wheel Base: 36ft 6in.

Bogie Wheel Base: 8ft 6in.

Bogie Pivot Centres: 28ft.

Wheel Diameter: 3ft 9in. 

Wheel configuration : Bo-Bo.

Fuel Capacity: 510gallons.

Main Generator: BTH RTB15656.

Traction Motors: ( 4 ) AEI 253AY rated 650A at 315V.
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Class 25 25213 at Welshpool

BR Class 08 diesel shunter 

The Class 08 shunter was designed as a replacement for the many varied steam shunting locomotives that operated in the goods yards and stations across the country.  Approximately 1000 of these locomotives were built between 1953 and 1962 by British Railways at Darlington, Crewe, Derby, Horwich and Doncaster.  This is the largest fleet of diesel locomotives ever built in the UK.  Since their introduction over 50 years ago, the nature of Britain’s railways has changed beyond recognition with the closure of the majority of goods yards and the replacement of many loco-hauled passenger services by multiple units.  Consequently, many of the shunting duties that these locomotives were built to perform have disappeared along with all of the other classes of shunting locomotive.  However, despite a significant decline in numbers, the Class 08 remains a common site in the yards at major stations of the UK national rail network  Four variants are included in the pack:

D4100 in black livery (1950s)

D4190 in green livery (1960s)

08910 in blue livery (dirty) (1970s and ‘80s),

08915 in blue livery (1970s and ‘80s).

Technical Details

Engine type: English Electric 6KT.

Type of work: Shunting

Max. speed: 20 mph.

Maximum power: 350hp

Tractive Effort: 35000lb.

Transmission: Diesel Electric.

Length: 39ft 3in.

Width: 8ft.6in.

Weight: 48 to 49 Tons.

Wheel Base: 11ft 6in.

Wheel Configuration: 0-6-0, diameter: 54in.

Fuel Capacity: 668gallons.
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Class 08 08915 at Shrewsbury

New locomotive versions

· Snowplough fitted versions of GWR and BR Dukedogs

· Original Cambrian Coast Express headboard (BR black Manor).

· Later Cambrian Coast Express headboard (BR black Manor, BR green Manor, BR Dukedog and BR green 4575).
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GWR Dukedog fitted with snowplough
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7802 Bradley Manor carrying the later design of Cambrian Coast Express headboard

Rolling stock

A selection of additional carriages and wagons are provided including:

· BR Mk1 carriages in blue/grey livery

· A selection of wagons for maintenance trains (ballast, rails etc.)

· 15 ton crane

· BR 20t brakevan.

Activities

Introduction

The Cambrian 2 expansion pack includes 120 realistic activities, continuing the story of the career of a fictional driver Twm Edwards.  The first 20 activities, released with the Cambrian 2 Route, started with 6 activities set in 1935 (when the boy was only 15) and continued with a series of activities set in 1938/39 depicting the duties for a young passed cleaner at Portmadoc shed (old spelling).  The current activities begin where the previous ones ended in 1939 and take the story right through to 1976.

In the summer of 1939, the 19 year-old passed cleaner was transferred to Machynlleth shed on loan to help overcome a shortage of footplate crews during the busy summer period.  With the outbreak of World War 2, the loan period was extended, giving Twm the opportunity to sample a variety of freight and shunting operations at Machynlleth, on the southern half of the Cambrian Coast and on the Cambrian Main Line.  Activities include assisting heavy trains up the steep incline to Talerddig, pick-up goods trains to Aberystwyth and Barmouth and semi-fast goods trains on the coast and main line.  

1941 saw another transfer and Twm left the Cambrian for a while to work at Shrewsbury.  By now he had accumulated sufficient firing hours to be employed as a full-time fireman and was assigned to the “Control Link”.  This link provided the crews that carried out the odd jobs on behalf of control such as relieving crews who were out of driving hours or moving locomotives from one location to another.  After a spell on this work, Twm worked on the local goods trains for a while, which included trip workings around the various yards in Shrewsbury and a run down the former Shropshire and Montgomeryshire line to Shrewsbury Abbey station.  

During his time at Shrewsbury, Twm slowly worked his way through the freight links and the activities attempt to capture the variety of trains that Twm would have worked (allowing for the fact that only the line to Welshpool is included on the Cambrian 2 Route).  By 1945 Twm was enjoying his first taste of local passenger duties, including return trips to Welshpool and Newtown.  This phase of Twm’s career ends with a special troop train from Shrewsbury to Tonfanau in 1946.

Twm was on the move again in January 1947.  This time he was off to the headquarters of the former Cambrian Railways at Oswestry.  The winter of 1947 was notorious for its heavy snow and for the first 3 months Twm was permanently attached to one of the snowplough gangs.  Later the same year, he moved onto branch line passenger duties, which in those days meant trips to Llanfyllin and Llangynog.  Eventually, he got the chance to fire the stopping passenger trains to and from Aberystwyth and, in his final year as a fireman, the doubleheaded summer specials.   

1952 was a big year for Twm, as it was the year that he passed out as a driver.  The two legs of the passing out run are included in the activity pack followed by a return Sunday trip to Aberystwyth and a couple of special freight workings (typical duties for a newly qualified driver).  However, it was back down to Earth with a bump the following year, as he settled into his regular role as one of Oswestry’s shunters.  1954 saw Twm on local goods workings in the Oswestry area, including trips up the Porthywaen branch to the lime kilns and also to Llanddu and Nantmawr quarries.  Although the distances travelled in these activities are quite short compared to main line duties, the operations are by no means simple and completing the activities in one piece (without wrecking the buffer stops) is a challenge.

1955 was Twm’s first year of main line goods operations and this phase of his career is represented by a 4 part pick-up goods activity.  A brief period of holiday cover at Moat Lane shed adds a 5th part to this series, as the daily pick-up goods is taken up the steeply graded branch from Abermule to Kerry.  It’s branch lines again in 1957 and ’58 as Twm pays a final visit to the Llanfyllin and Tanat Valley lines on the daily pick-up goods.  By this time, the Tanat Valley branch had already lost its passenger service and had been closed altogether at its western end.  The chapter ends with Twm working main line partially fitted goods trains between Oswestry and Machynlleth in 1959, delivering the goods that would eventually make its way along the coast to the towns and villages that he knew well from his childhood.  

Twm was on the move again in 1960, this time back to Machynlleth, where he could enjoy a few years of steam operations on the Cambrian Coast before the coming of the diesels.  That said, 1960 was little different from 1959 in terms of duties, with his regular work consisting of goods trains to and from Oswestry.  The decline in railway freight had only just begun at this time, so trains were heavy and long, especially for an ex GWR Mogul.  

1961 saw Twm’s return to the coast for the first time since 1939 (excluding the Tonfanau troop train).  In those days, the majority of passenger trains from the south terminated at Barmouth, as stations north of there tended to be served by through trains from Ruabon and beyond (running via Dolgellau).  However, there were some through services to Pwllheli and these trains feature in a couple of activities.   The 1962 activities focus on main line passenger operations, the highlight of which is a doubleheaded Cambrian Coast Express between Machynlleth and Welshpool with two Manor class locomotives on a busy summer Saturday. 

By the early 1960s, the familiar GWR locomotive designs were slowly giving way to the BR Standards.  This change is highlighted by several activities in 1963 and ’64 featuring a couple of BR Standard Class 4 tank engines.  Twm was not alone in liking these locos, as their enclosed cabs provided footplate crews with plenty of shelter from the wet and windy weather of the Cambrian Coast.  Unfortunately, their stay on the Cambrian was relatively short, with the dmus already waiting in the wings.  

The Diesel Multiple Units (DMUs) officially took over passenger operations on the Cambrian Coast in January 1965 and on the main line between Aberystwyth and Shrewsbury in June 1965.  However, by far the greatest change to the Cambrian lines was the closure in January of the former main line from Buttington Junction to Oswestry and Whitchurch as part of the Beeching plan.  Later the same year, the majority of stations between Welshpool and Aberystwyth were also closed, leaving only a skeleton of a route for the dmus to operate over.  Thankfully, the stations and halts on the Cambrian Coast avoided Beeching’s notorious axe, although the majority of the goods yards were closed and the sidings and many of the passing loops eventually removed.

The 1965 activities attempt to represent this transitional period in the history of the route.  By now the old ‘link’ system had gone so Twm enjoyed a mixture of duties.  The year starts with a couple of passenger trips with the Class 108 dmu, but the remainder of the activities are steam hauled.  They include a 3 part pick-up goods train along the Cambrian Coast with a Standard Class 4 tank, a 2 part summer special with a Manor and the Cambrian Coast Express, albeit without its headboard or chocolate and cream carriages.  As a reminder that the days of the steam locos were numbered, there is also a sad trip along the main line hauling two withdrawn (and rusty) Moguls on their way to be scrapped.

The remaining activities summarise diesel operations over the Cambrian Coast and Cambrian Main Line between 1967 and 1976.  The majority of passenger activities feature dmus either running as 2-car or 4-car formations.  However, Class 25 diesel locomotives occasionally replaced the dmus in the summer months and were regulars on enthusiasts specials, often doubleheaded (see the cover of this manual). The 25s (and their close relations the 24s) also ran goods trains over the Cambrian until the early 1980s and a 3 part pick-up goods activity set in 1969 is included in the pack.  They also hauled the various engineering trains that traversed the route over the years, repairing the track, bridges and sea defences along the route.       

The activity briefings for all of the activities are reproduced below.  Users are strongly recommended to print the following pages to provide a quick and easy reference during the activities.

Activity briefings

21. 1939 - Machynlleth shunt 1

This is the first of two shunting activities set in the goods yard at Machynlleth in the summer of 1939.  In this activity you dispose of a goods train that has just arrived from Oswestry.  Due to the weight of the train and the steep gradient in the yard, two locos are assigned to this shunt.

Start by taking the whole train forward into the yard shunting neck.  Then, starting from the rear of the train, place the wagons into Machynlleth yard sidings 3, 4 and 5 as follows:

0-29 & 0-30 - siding 4

0-16 - siding 5

0-15 - siding 4

0-14 - siding 5

0-9 - siding 4

0-10 - siding 3

0-2 & 0-3 - siding 4

0-11, 0-12, 0-13, 0-18 & 0-19 - siding 5

0-20 - siding 4

0-1, 0-6, 0-7 & 0-8 - siding 5

0-22 & 0-27 - siding 3
At the end of the shunt, place the second locomotive in Machynlleth yard siding 4 (do not couple to the wagons) and take your locomotive to Machynlleth yard siding 1, where the activity will end.  

Note:

1. This activity uses manual points throughout.

2. You will need to press the tab key each time you pass the yard signal (apart from the first time).

3. You may need to apply the wagon handbrakes to control your speed.  Due to a Train Simulator bug, the handbrakes will not release properly once applied.  Therefore, only apply the brakes on the rear 1 or 2 wagons (those about to be dropped off).
22. 1939 - Machynlleth shunt 2

This is the second of two shunting activities set in the goods yard at Machynlleth in the summer of 1939.  In this activity you drop off loaded wagons at various locations in the upper and lower yards and collect the empties.  

Starting from yard siding 2 (in the lower yard), proceed to yard siding 3 to pick up the whole of train 32886 plus empty coal wagons 32865-0 & 1 from the coal yard.  Take all 8 wagons to yard siding 2.  Uncouple the front two wagons (coal) and take them to the coal yard, before returning to yard siding 2 to collect the rest of train 32886.  Uncouple the 2 empty coal wagons (32865-0 & 1) from the rear of the train and take the other 4 wagons to the rock siding in the upper yard.  

Uncouple the loco from the train and collect the 3 loaded cattle wagons from the cattle dock followed by the 2 empty vans in the goods shed.  Add all 5 wagons to the train in the rock siding.  Next drop off 32886-5 in the goods shed followed by 32886-3 & 4 at the oil terminal and 32886-2 in the goods shed (in this order).  Complete the activity by returning to the lower yard to place the 3 cattle wagons and 2 empty vans in Machynlleth yard siding 2. 

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path throughout.  The points (switches) will change when you stop at each reverse point.

2. You will need to press the tab key to pass signals at danger.

3. You may need to apply the wagon handbrakes to control your speed.  Due to a Train Simulator bug, the handbrakes will not release properly once applied.  Therefore, only apply the brakes on the rear 1 or 2 wagons (those about to be dropped off).

23. 1939 - Machynlleth goods banking

In this activity you provide assistance to an Eastbound goods up the steep incline from Machynlleth to Talerddig.  Normally the Eastbound trains would consist of empty wagons returning to Oswestry, but on this occasion the train also includes loaded wagons from Aberdovey harbour and stone from Tonfanau.  To make matters worse, the wet weather has made the rails slippery.  

Starting from the water tank, proceed through the down platform and reverse onto the rear of the goods train on the up line.  Whistle to the driver of the train engine to tell him that you are ready and proceed non-stop to Talerddig.  Stop in the loop at Talerddig with the player loco just in the platform (make sure that the front of the train does not pass the red signal).

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path throughout.  The points (switches) will change when you stop at each reverse point.

2. You will need to press the tab key to pass a signal at danger at Machynlleth.

3. Do not exceed 25 mph.  

24. 1939 - Machynlleth piloting duty

In this activity you provide assistance to a long passenger train between Machynlleth and Talerddig.  The train is one of several Saturday only specials running from Aberystwyth and the coast to destinations such as Manchester and Birmingham carrying holidaymakers home from their holidays.  This particular train is running to Wolverhampton Low Level.  

Starting from the water tank, follow the preset path to the front of the passenger train currently standing in the station.  Couple to the train and wait until 1000hrs (you do not need to press enter to load passengers and you will NOT receive a signal to depart).   Drive the 1000hrs departure non-stop up the steep incline to Talerddig.  At Talerddig, stop with the whole train inside the loop, uncouple your loco from the train and return light engine to Machynlleth.  The activity will end when you stop by the water column in Machynlleth coaling road.   

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path throughout.  The points (switches) will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.

2. You will need to press the tab key to pass a signal at danger at Machynlleth.

3. On the return leg of the activity, you will be following another train and will need to wait at Talerddig and Llanbrynmair for the signal to clear (at approximately 1029 and 1040 respectively).  If the signal does not clear, release the brakes and move slowly towards the signal.  If it still does not clear, wait a few more minutes and try again
25. 1939 - Special shift part 1

This is the first part of a special working for a Machynlleth driver and fireman, which involves driving the monthly cattle train to Newtown.  The train has arrived from Aberystwyth and is standing in the up platform with the loco uncoupled when you take over from the Aberystwyth crew.

Start by collecting 2 loaded cattle wagons from Machynlleth cattle dock and adding them to the front of the train in the up platform.  Then drive this train to Newtown calling at Cemmes Road, Carno and Caersws to pick up additional cattle wagons.   In each case, stop in the station (loop at Caersws), uncouple the loco and add the new wagons to the front of your train.  At Newtown, stop at the reverse point in the station and reverse the whole train into the cattle siding, where the activity will end.    

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path throughout.  The points (switches) will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.

2. You will need to press the tab key to pass signals at danger during shunting operations.

3. You may travel at the indicated speed limit with this train (cattle wagons are vacuum fitted).

26. 1939 - Special shift part 2

This is the second part of a special working for a Machynlleth driver and fireman.  Since the end of the previous activity, the locomotive has reversed from Newtown to Moat Lane and turned on the turntable.  In this activity, you return the locomotive to Aberystwyth by piloting a westbound passenger train.    

Starting from Moat Lane turntable, proceed to Platform 3, couple to the front of the passenger train and press enter to load passengers.  Drive the 1210 departure calling at all stations.  This train is made up of 2 portions: the front 4 carriages are from Whitchurch, while the rear 2 are from Shrewsbury.  All 6 carriages run through to Aberystwyth.

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path throughout.  The points (switches) will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.

2. You will need to press the tab key to pass signals at danger during shunting operations.
27. 1939 - Special shift part 3

This is the third part of a special working for a Machynlleth driver and fireman.  Having arrived at Aberystwyth with their locomotive, the footplate crew must now return home to Machynlleth (as passengers).  To avoid a lengthy wait in Aberystwyth, a driver and fireman have been sent over from the shed to relieve the Machynlleth men, just in time to catch the 1430 train home. 

Drive the 1430 passenger train from Aberystwyth as far as Machynlleth calling at all stations.  For added realism, press 5 to sit in one of the passenger compartments and drive the train from there.
28. 1939 - Sunday ballast

In this activity you drive a Sunday ballast train between Machynlleth and Aberystwyth, followed by a brief excursion over the former Manchester and Milford line.  

Reverse off shed and pick up brakevan 32978-0.  Proceed to Dovey Junction.  

At Dovey Junction, reverse the brakevan into the 'main' siding and uncouple.  Pick up the train of loaded ballast wagons from the 'branch loop' siding, add the brakevan to the rear of the train and continue to Aberystwyth.  

At Aberystwyth, stop at the reverse point in the station and reverse over the former Manchester and Milford line as far as Llanrhystyd Road (the first station).  Stop in Llanrhystyd Road station, where the activity will end.

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.  

2. Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger.  

3. The ballast wagons are vacuum fitted, so you may travel at the indicated speed limit.  However, you must not exceed 15 mph while reversing.

29. 1939 - Machynlleth to Towyn goods

In this activity you drive a local goods train between Machynlleth and Towyn in November 1939.

Starting from Machynlleth station, drive non-stop to Aberdovey.  

At Aberdovey, stop at the reverse point in the station and reverse the whole train into Beach siding 3.  Uncouple the brakevan and leave it in this siding while you perform the following shunt (using manual points):

Drop off:

1. Open wagons 0-4, 0-5, 0-6 & 0-7 in Beach siding 1.

2. Coal wagon 0-3 in the coal siding.

3. Van 0-2 in Wharf siding 2.

Pick up:

1. Van 32942-0 from Wharf siding 1.

2. Open wagons 32941-0, 1, 2  from the jetty access siding.  

Add the brakevan to the rear of the train and continue to Towyn.  Reverse the whole train into Towyn down refuge siding, where the activity will end.    

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path on the main line, but you will need to change the points yourself while shunting at Aberdovey.  

2. Do not exceed 25 mph.

30. 1940 - Towyn to Barmouth pick-up

In this activity you drive a pick up goods train between Towyn and Barmouth early in 1940.  

Reverse to the slate siding (alongside the narrow gauge wharf) and pick up wagons 32871-0, 1 & 2.  Pick up train 32870 from the down refuge siding and proceed to Llwyngwril.  

At Llwyngwril, stop in the station, run round the train and drop off cattle wagon 32871-0 at Llwyngwril cattle dock.  Run round the train again and continue to Fairbourne.

At Fairbourne, shunt as follows (using manual points):

1. Pick up empty coal wagon 32822-0.

2. Drop off coal wagon 32871-2 in Fairbourne coal yard.

3. Drop off GW van 32871-1 in Fairbourne goods siding.

At Barmouth, shunt the train into siding 2, where the activity will end.

Note:

1. This activity mostly uses a preset path, but you will need to change the points yourself at Fairbourne.    

2. Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger.

3. Do not exceed 25 mph.

4. Train Simulator sometimes crashes when coupling with the front coupler.  You are, therefore, advised to save the game before and after using the front coupler.

31. 1940 - Aberystwyth goods part 1

In this activity you drive the afternoon pick-up goods train between Machynlleth and Aberystwyth.  

Starting from the down platform at Machynlleth, proceed immediately towards Aberystwyth, calling at Glandyfi, Borth, Llandre and Bow Street.  At each station, stop in the platform and shunt as follows:

Glandyfi - Uncouple cattle wagon 0-1 and place it at the cattle dock.

Borth - Uncouple the loco from the train and run round.  Place the two tarpaulin covered open wagons 0-6 and 0-7 in siding 2.  Return the remaining wagons to the train in the down platform and run round again.

Llandre - Uncouple cattle wagon 0-2 and place it at the cattle dock.  Return to the train in the platform and place coal wagon 0-8 in siding 1.

Bow Street - Uncouple the loco from the train and run round.  Place the stone wagons 0-9 and 0-10 in siding 4.  Run round the train again and continue to Aberystwyth.  

At Aberystwyth, stop in the middle road, where the activity will end.

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.  

2. Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger.  

3. Do not exceed 25 mph.

4. Train Simulator sometimes crashes when coupling with the front coupler.  You are, therefore, advised to save the game before and after using the front coupler.

32. 1940 - Aberystwyth goods part 2

In this activity you drive the afternoon pick-up goods train between Aberystwyth and Machynlleth.  

Start by fetching cattle wagons 32986-0 & 1 from the cattle siding and attaching brakevan 32988-0 to the rear of the train.  (This shunt uses manual points.)  Proceed towards Machynlleth, calling at Bow Street, Borth and Ynyslas to pick up and/or drop off wagons.  At each station, stop in the platform and shunt as follows:

Bow Street - Uncouple the brakevan and drop off the two cattle wagons at the cattle dock.  Pick up empty vans 32954-0 & 1 from siding 3, collect the brakevan and continue to Borth.

Borth - Stop alongside the station building.  Uncouple the loco from the train and pick up the 3 vans in siding 1 (32951-0 and 32941-0 & 1).  Add the vans to the front of the train and continue to Ynyslas.  

Ynyslas - Uncouple the loco from the train and pick up empty van 32950-0.  This involves fetching two wagons from the siding, adding the van to the front of the train and placing the other wagon (tarp covered open) back in the siding.  

At Machynlleth, shunt the whole train  into siding 1 in the lower yard, where the activity will end.

Note:

1. This activity mostly uses a preset path.  However, you will need to change the points yourself during the shunt in Aberystwyth yard.  

2. Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger.  

3. Do not exceed 25 mph.

33. 1940 Coast goods shift: part 1

This is the first part of a goods shift on the Cambrian Coast in the summer of 1940.  

Starting from Machynlleth, drive the 0515 goods train as far as Towyn.  This train contains most of the daily goods traffic for the Cambrian Coast (which arrived from Oswestry and Shrewsbury the previous day), so the train is long and heavy.

At Towyn, shunt as follows:

1.Reverse the train into the slate siding shunting neck and uncouple the rear 6 vehicles (uncouple between 0-38 and 0-83).

2. Draw forward and drop off the next 8 wagons in the slate siding loop (uncouple between 0-51 and 0-52).

3. Place the rest of the train in the down refuge siding. 

4. Proceed to the slate siding to pick up the 5 Tonfanau empties (train 32895).  

5. Reverse into the shunting neck to collect the Tonfanau empties from Machynlleth and brakevan.  

Take all of the Tonfanau empties and the brakevan to Tonfanau.  Stop at the reverse point at Tonfanau station and reverse the train along the short branch to the quarry, where the activity will end.

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.  

2. Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger.  

3. Do not exceed 25 mph.
34. 1940 Coast goods shift: part 2

This is the second part of a goods shift on the Cambrian Coast in the summer of 1940.   In this activity you take a train of loaded stone wagons from Tonfanau to Towyn, before continuing north with the daily goods train from Machynlleth.

Pick up the whole of train 32904 (5 wagons) from Tonfanau quarry siding 1 followed by train 32903 (5 wagons + brakevan) from Tonfanau quarry siding 2.  This shunt uses manual points.  Drive forwards as far as the reverse point at Tonfanau station before reversing along the main line to Towyn.

At Towyn, stop at the reverse point adjacent to the down refuge siding and uncouple the brakevan.  Drop off all 10 loaded stone wagons in the slate siding and then pick up the whole of train 32907 from the down refuge siding.  Finally, add the brakevan to the rear of the train and proceed non-stop to Barmouth.  

At Barmouth, stop in the station with the tender next to the water columm to complete the activity.

Note:

1. This activity mostly uses a preset path, but you will need to change the points yourself at Tonfanau quarry.    

2. Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger.  

3. Do not exceed 25 mph.
35. 1940 Coast goods shift: part 3

This is the third part of a goods shift on the Cambrian Coast in the summer of 1940.   In this activity you drive an up goods train from Morfa Mawddach (Barmouth Junction in 1940) to Machynlleth.

Starting from Barmouth yard, reverse light engine to Morfa Mawddach and pick up train 32915 from the East shunting neck.  Proceed south towards Machynlleth.  

At Llwyngwril, stop in the station (make sure that the whole train is clear of the points) and uncouple between 32915-0 and 32915-1.  Pick up empty van 32901-0 from Llwyngwril goods siding and drop off cattle wagon 32915-0 at the cattle dock.  Continue to Towyn.
At Towyn, stop in the station, uncouple the loco and fetch all of train 32853 from goods siding 4.  Add the new wagons to the front of your train and continue to Machynlleth.

At Machynlleth, stop on the main line with the loco next to the engine shed (where a relief crew is waiting).  

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.  

2. Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger.  

3. Do not exceed 25 mph.
36. 1940 Main line goods shift-1

This is the first part of a main line goods shift for a Machynlleth crew set in the autumn of 1940.   In this activity you drive the early morning eastbound goods between Machynlleth and Moat Lane.  Most of the wagons are empty, but the train also includes loaded GPVs from Penrhyndeudraeth and loaded slate wagons from Minffordd.

Starting from Machynlleth shed, follow the preset path to Machynlleth yard siding 1 to collect train 32885.  Take this train non-stop to Moat Lane.  At Moat Lane, stop before the red signal at the end of platform 1, where the activity will end.  

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.  

2. Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger.  

3. Do not exceed 25 mph.
37. 1940 Main line goods shift-2

This is the second part of a main line goods shift for a Machynlleth crew set in the autumn of 1940.   In this activity you drive the early morning westbound goods between Moat Lane and Aberystwyth.  This service includes one intermediate stop at Machynlleth to drop off wagons for the Pwllheli line and for Machynlleth.  

Start immediately and drive non-stop as far as Machynlleth.  At Machynlleth, stop with the rear of the train just inside the double track section (the loco should be level with the loading dock on the left hand side with the entrance to the lower yard on the right hand side).  Uncouple between wagons 0-17 and 0-22 and place the next 13 wagons (0-4 to 0-17 inclusive) in Machynlleth tank siding 1.  Return the remaining 2 wagons to the train on the main line and continue non-stop to Aberystwyth.  Reverse the train into Aberystwyth east siding 1, where the activity will end.  

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.  

2. Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger.  

3. Do not exceed 25 mph.

38. 1940 Main line goods shift-3

This is the third part of a main line goods shift for a Machynlleth crew set in the autumn of 1940.   In this activity you drive a train of empty wagons between Aberystwyth and Machynlleth.    

Starting from the coaling stage at Aberystwyth shed, follow the preset path to the yard to collect train 32925.  Take this train non-stop to Machynlleth.  

At Machynlleth, stop on the main line with the loco next to the engine shed (where a relief crew is waiting).   

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.  

2. Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger.  

3. Do not exceed 25 mph.
39. 1941 Shrewsbury Control-1

This is the first of two short GWR era activities for a 'Control link' crew at Shrewsbury. You have just received your instructions from Control to rescue a failed coal train bound for Wolverhampton.  

Starting from the GWR shed at Shrewsbury, follow the preset path to the goods loop on the Hereford line, where the failed train (32768) awaits rescue.  Couple to the failed loco and haul it together with its train as far as the signal at the northern end of the goods loop.  Beware of the gradient - drive slowly!

Stop just before the signal and shunt the failed loco into Sutton Bridge Jnc siding 1.   Return to the coal train and proceed non-stop towards Wolverhampton.  The activity will end automatically just outside Shrewsbury - there is no need to stop.

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.  You will need to stop precisely when the white arrow disappears from the Track Monitor to avoid losing the preset path.    

2. The train is heavy and unbraked so take it slowly and be prepared to stop at the reverse points. 

3. Do not exceed 25 mph.
40. 1941 Shrewsbury Control-2

This is the second of two short GWR era activities for a 'Control link' crew at Shrewsbury.  In this activity you relieve the crew of a long distance passenger train that has just terminated at Shrewsbury, shunt the carriages and take the loco to the shed.

The activity starts in Platform 4 at Shrewsbury station with the loco already uncoupled from the train.  Run round the train and turn the loco by following the preset path onto the Crewe line, back through the station and around all 3 sides of the Abbey Foregate triangle.  Shunt the carriages into Shrewsbury carriage siding 7 and take the loco to the GWR shed.  The activity will end when you stop at the coaling stage.  

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.      

2. Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger.    

3. The loco is very low on water, so be careful if you are firing manually.
41. 1941 Shrewsbury Control-3

You have been asked by Control to collect a failed locomotive from Welshpool and return it to its home shed at Shrewsbury.  In this activity, you ride to Welshpool from Shrewsbury as a passenger on the mid-morning local service.    

Drive the 1025 local service from Shrewsbury to Welshpool calling at all stations apart from Buttington. 

Note:

Press 5 to ride in the passenger carriage.
42. 1941 Shrewsbury Control-4

You have been asked by Control to collect a failed locomotive from Welshpool and return it to its home shed at Shrewsbury.  Having arrived at Welshpool, you discover that the fault is with the regulator.  The handle appears to move fully, but the valve only opens to a maximum of 8%.  You should be ok on the flat, but you might have trouble on the climb to Breidden.  

Start immediately!  Reverse off shed and proceed light engine to Shrewsbury.  On arrival at Shrewsbury, follow the preset path to the GWR shed.  The activity will end when you stop outside the shed.  

Note:

This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.  
43. 1941 Shrewsbury local goods

In this activity, you drive a pick-up goods train around 3 of the yards at Shrewsbury. 

Starting from the shunting neck at Coleham, follow the preset path and shunt as follows:

Move the whole of train 32796 (5 wagons) from Coleham goods yard 5 to Coleham goods yard 4.  Pick up the first 5 wagons of train 32789 from Coleham goods yard 3.  Place vans 32789-2, 3 & 4 in Coleham goods yard 5.  Place cattle wagons 32789-0 & 1 in Coleham goods yard 9.  Pick up the rest of train 32789 and follow the preset path to Shrewsbury station.

Stop at the reverse point and uncouple the front 4 wagons.  Drop off 32789-7 & 8 in Shropshire Union Yard 3 and 32789-5 & 6 in Shropshire Union Yard 1.  Pick up empty lime wagons 32800-0 & 1 from Shropshire Union Yard 2 and add them to the front of your train.  Continue to the Abbey Foregate yard. 

Temporarily place brakevan 32789-13 in Abbey Foregate yard 4.  Drop off 32789-9, 10, 11 & 12 in Abbey Foregate yard 2 and pick up tank wagons 32794-0, 1 & 2 from Abbey Foregate yard 1.  Add the brakevan to the rear of the train and return to Coleham yard.  Place the whole train in Coleham goods yard 3 and take the loco to the shunting neck.  Stop at the water column, where the activity will end.

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.  

2. Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger.

3. To negotiate the tight curves in the yards (without slipping), set reverser and  regulator to 55% as you enter the curve.  

44. 1941 Shrewsbury Abbey trip

In this activity you drive the local goods service to Shrewsbury Abbey via the newly opened War Department sidings at Hookagate.  

Starting from the loco shed, follow the preset path across the busy main line to Coleham goods yard.  Be prepared to stop at the Sutton Bridge Junction home signal (the 3-way junction signal).  Pick up train 32834 from Coleham goods yard 2.  Pause briefly while the guard releases his handbrake, then proceed along the Welshpool line to Hookagate sidings.  Pull into Hookagate reception siding 1 and stop.  This is the end of the preset path.  

Uncouple the front 6 wagons and place them in Hookagate siding 1.  Run round the rest of the train in Hookagate reception siding 1 (via Hookagate reception siding 2) and return towards Shrewsbury along the former Shropshire and Montgomeryshire line (this is the single track railway line that runs parallel to the Welshpool line).  Do not re-join the main line.    

Stop in the platform at Shrewsbury Abbey station and shunt as follows:

1. Pick up all 7 empties currently at Shrewsbury Abbey (trains 32831 and 32832).

2. Drop off vans 32834-11 & 12 in Shrewsbury Abbey goods siding.

3. Drop off tanks 32834-6, 7, 8, 9 & 10 at Shrewsbury Abbey oil terminal.

Return to Hookagate with the empties and brakevan.  Stop in Hookagate reception siding 1, where the activity will end.  

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path as far as Hookagate, but you will need to change the points yourself for the rest of the activity.

2. Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger.

3. Do not exceed 25 mph.    

45. 1942 Shrewsbury-Welshpool goods

This is the first of three GWR era goods activities over the Shrewsbury to Welshpool line in 1942.  In this activity you drive the early morning 'partially fitted' goods train from Shrewsbury to Welshpool.   

Starting from the loco shed shunting neck at Shrewsbury, follow the preset path to Coleham yard and collect train 32795 from Coleham goods yard 3.  This train is made up of empty milk tanks returning to Cilcewydd dairy and a mixture of loaded wagons for Welshpool and beyond.  

Proceed non-stop to Welshpool.  At Welshpool, stop in the station, where the activity will end.  

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.     

2. The first 16 vehicles of the train (the milk tanks and brown vans) are fitted with vacuum brakes, allowing the train to be classed as 'partially fitted'.  Partially fitted goods trains may run at speeds up to 45 mph.  Do not exceed this speed limit.  

3. Press the Tab key to pass a signal at danger at Coleham yard.

46. 1942 Welshpool-Shrewsbury goods

This is the second of three GWR era goods activities over the Shrewsbury to Welshpool line in 1942.  In this activity you drive a pick-up goods between Welshpool and Shrewsbury.

Starting from the water column on the turntable road at Welshpool, follow the preset path to Platform 1 and pick up train 32815.  Proceed to Breidden.

At Breidden, stop in the platform and uncouple between 32815-1 & 2.  Pick up wagon 32808-0 from the cattle dock and 32807-0 & 1 from the goods shed.  Add these wagons to the train in the platform and continue to Westbury.  

At Westbury, stop in the platform, uncouple the brakevan (32815-9) and pick up empty coal wagons 32809-0 & 1 from the coal yard.  Wait here for the down passenger train to pass.  Once the passenger train has entered the station, complete the shunt by adding the brakevan to the rear of the train.  

Continue to Shrewsbury.  Stop in Coleham goods yard 1, where the activity will end.  

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.     

2. Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger.  You may need to wait a short while at Westbury after the passenger train has departed.

3. Do not exceed 25 mph.

47. 1942 Late evening goods

This is the third of three GWR era goods activities over the Shrewsbury to Welshpool line in 1942.  In this activity you drive the late evening goods train between Welshpool and Shrewsbury.

Starting from the reception siding at Welshpool yard, drive non-stop to Shrewsbury.  Stop in Coleham goods yard 1, where the activity will end.  

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  

2. Do not exceed 25 mph.
48. 1942 - Christmas visit home

Drive a Birkenhead to Pwllheli passenger train between Dolgellau and Portmadoc, calling at all stations apart from Llandecwyn Halt.  

49. 1944 Wartime goods

In this activity you drive a wartime goods train consisting of 20 open wagons to the War Department sidings at Hookagate.  The train has come from the Midlands and the activity starts as you approach Shrewsbury from the Wellington direction.

Drive non-stop to Hookagate, if the signals allow and stop in Reception siding 1.  Uncouple the loco from the train and return to Shrewsbury light engine.  Complete the activity by parking the loco alongside the GWR coaling stage.   

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.  

2. Do not exceed 25 mph during the run to Hookagate.  You may travel at the indicated line speed when running light engine.    

50. 1944 Evening milk train: Part 1

This is the first part of a two part milk activity from Cilcewydd dairy.

Starting from the coaling stage at Shrewsbury, follow the preset path to Coleham yard to pick up brakevan 32828-0.  Reverse non-stop to Cilcewydd dairy (just beyond Welshpool).  At Cilcewydd pick up the train of milk tanks (keep the brakevan coupled to the loco).  Continue to Forden.  

At Forden, stop in the down platform, where the activity will end.

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.  

2. Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger.  

3. Do not exceed 60 mph.

4. Train Simulator sometimes crashes when coupling with the front coupler.  You are, therefore, advised to save the game before and after using the front coupler.

51. 1944 Evening milk train: Part 2

This is the second part of a two part milk activity from Cilcewydd dairy.  This activity continues where part 1 ended with the train of loaded milk tanks at Forden station and the loco in the process of running round the train.  In this part, you take the milk train to Shrewsbury, pausing on the way at Buttington to pick up milk tanks off the Oswestry line. 

Couple to the front of the train in the down platform and proceed towards Shrewsbury.  At Buttington, stop on the main line before the station alongside train 32836.  Uncouple the loco and pick up all 5 milk tanks from the refuge siding.  Add them to the train on the main line and continue to Shrewsbury.  At Shrewsbury, follow the preset path round the Abbey Foregate curve onto the Wellington/Wolverhampton line.  The activity will end as you leave Shrewsbury heading towards Wellington.  There is no need to stop.  

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.  

2. Press the Tab key to pass a signal at danger at Forden.  

3. Do not exceed 60 mph.
52. 1945 Shrewsbury passenger 1

In this activity, you drive a GWR era passenger service from Shrewsbury to Welshpool, including a through carriage for Aberystwyth.

Starting from the GWR loco shed, follow the preset path to Shrewsbury station and couple to the train in platform 2.  Drive the 1025 service from Shrewsbury to Welshpool calling at all stations apart from Buttington.  On arrival at Welshpool, unload your passengers, then uncouple the loco and take it over to the water column on the turntable road to top up the tanks.  Complete the activity, by placing the loco on the turntable. 

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.     

2. Press the Tab key to pass a signal at danger at Shrewsbury station.

3. To fill with water, stop at the water column, press F5 twice to bring up the tank water level display and press and hold the T key until the loco contains 1000 gallons of water.
53. 1945 Shrewsbury passenger 2

In this activity, you drive a GWR era passenger service from Welshpool to Shrewsbury, including a through carriage from Aberystwyth that has just been dropped off by a Whitchurch bound service.

Starting from platform 4 at Welshpool, shunt the two carriage local passenger train into platform 3 to pick up the through carriage and press enter to load passengers.  Drive the 1510 service from Welshpool to Shrewsbury calling at all stations apart from Buttington.  The activity will end after unloading passengers at Shrewsbury.  

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.     

2. Press the Tab key to pass a signal at danger at Welshpool.
54. 1946 Shrewsbury-Newtown passenger

Drive the 0755 Shrewsbury to Aberystwyth passenger service as far as Newtown.

55. 1946 Newtown-Shrewsbury passenger

Drive the 0930 passenger service from Newtown to Shrewsbury.   This train calls at all stations as far as Welshpool and then runs non-stop to Shrewsbury.  

On arrival at Shrewsbury, uncouple the loco from the train and follow the preset path to the loco shed.  The activity will end when you stop at the water column on the coaling stage road.

Note:

This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.  

56. 1946 Troop train

Drive the 0845 special troop train from Shrewsbury to Tonfanau in June 1946.  The train is not scheduled to stop until Tonfanau, but as it follows the 0755 Shrewsbury to Aberystwyth passenger service and there are several trains running towards Shrewsbury, you might encounter a few red signals along the way.  You should stop briefly at Machynlleth (just for a few seconds) to pick up a conductor driver for your journey up the coast.   The activity will end at Tonfanau after pressing enter to unload your passengers.

57. 1947 Snowplough duty-1

It is January 1947 and Britain is in the middle of one of the worst winters on record.  Heavy snow has caused severe disruption on the Cambrian lines and loco crews are working around the clock to prevent the route from becoming completely closed by the snow.  In this activity, you drive Dukedog 3214 on an early morning snowplough train from Oswestry to Moat Lane.  

Starting from Oswestry shed, reverse a short distance to pick up GWR Mogul 6342 (train number 32947).  Proceed with both locos along the preset path to Oswestry east siding 2 and pick up brakevan 32953-0.  Drive this short train non-stop as far as Moat Lane.  Stop in the station at Moat Lane, where the activity will end.  

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.    

2. Due to the weather conditions and the risk of running into deep snow, do not exceed 25 mph at any time. 

58. 1947 Snowplough duty-2

This is the second activity set in January 1947 during severe winter snowstorms.  On this occasion, you pilot a goods train from Moat Lane to Machynlleth.  

Follow the preset path to Moat Lane up loop and couple to train 32960.  Haul this train non-stop as far as Machynlleth.  Stop just before the inner home signal at Machynlleth (which should be at danger), where the activity will end.

Due to the bad weather, there are no working signals at either Talerddig or Llanbrynmair.  You must press the Tab key to pass each failed signal and proceed with caution as far as the next working signal.  In addition, due to frozen points and drifted snow, you will be running wrong line through Llanbrynmair station.  

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.    

2. You will need to press the Tab key to pass a signal at danger at Moat Lane and also to pass the failed signals at Talerddig and Llanbrynmair.  

3. Do not exceed 25 mph at any time.  The speed limit past failed signals is 15 mph. 

59. 1947 Snowplough duty-3

This is the third activity set in January 1947 during severe winter snowstorms.  On this occasion, you pilot a passenger train from Machynlleth to Moat Lane.  

Starting from Machynlleth turntable, follow the preset path to the up platform and couple to train 32969.  Drive the re-timed 1215 passenger service as far as Moat Lane, calling at all stations apart from Talerddig.  The activity will end after unloading your passengers at Moat Lane station.  

Due to the bad weather, there are no working signals at either Llanbrynmair or Talerddig.  You must press the Tab key to pass each failed signal and proceed with caution as far as the next working signal.

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.    

2. You will need to press the Tab key to pass two signals at danger at Machynlleth and also to pass the failed signals at Llanbrynmair and Talerddig.  

3. You may travel at the indicated line speed, but you must observe the 15 mph speed limit after each failed signal. 

60. 1947 Snowplough duty-4

This is the last of 4 activities set in January 1947.  The snow stopped falling mid afternoon and, with the aid of some winter sunshine, it had even started to melt in places by sunset.  However, with a clear night ahead, temperatures are set to drop once more as the big freeze continues.

Having spent the day keeping the line between Moat Lane and Machynlleth free from snow, it is time for Dukedog 3214 and her crew to return home to Oswestry.  To avoid an unnecessary light engine movement, the loco will return to Oswestry on the front of a delayed Machynlleth to Oswestry goods (made up mostly of empty wagons from the Cambrian Coast).  

Starting from Moat Lane siding 1, proceed to the up loop (via Platform 1) and couple to the front of train 32969.  Pause for a couple of minutes before departing on the non-stop run to Oswestry.  On arrival at Oswestry, stop in the station, where the activity will end.  

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.

2. You will need to press the Tab key to pass signals at danger at Moat Lane.    

3. Do not exceed 25 mph. 

4. You may be required to stop at one or more locations due to traffic on the single line section ahead.  Where this is the case, the signal should clear as soon as the other train has passed.  If it does not clear, move slowly towards it.

61. 1947 Tanat Valley passenger-1

Drive the 0740 passenger train from Oswestry to Llangynog in August 1947 calling at all stations.  The activity will end after unloading passengers at Llangynog.  

Note:

1. You will be running in reverse for this trip.

2. Water is available at Llanrhaiadr Mochnant if needed.  

3. The Tanat Valley line includes several open level crossings with 5 mph speed limits.  For added realism, you should stop at each crossing and whistle before proceeding.

62. 1947 Tanat Valley passenger-2

Drive the 0910 passenger train from Llangynog to Oswestry in August 1947 calling at all stations.  The activity will end after unloading passengers at Oswestry.  

Note:

The Tanat Valley line includes several open level crossings with 5 mph speed limits.  For added realism, you should stop at each crossing and whistle before proceeding.

63. 1948 Tanat Valley passenger-1

Drive the 1635 passenger train from Oswestry to Llangynog in April 1948 calling at all stations.  The activity will end after unloading passengers at Llangynog.  

Note:

1. You will be running in reverse for this trip.

2. Water is available at Llanrhaiadr Mochnant if needed.  

3. The Tanat Valley line includes several open level crossings with 5 mph speed limits.  For added realism, you should stop at each crossing and whistle before proceeding.

4. You may be required to stop at Llynclys Junction to allow an up passenger train to pass.  The signal should clear as soon as the other train has passed.  If it does not, move slowly towards the signal.

64. 1948 Tanat Valley passenger-2

Drive the 1803 passenger train from Llangynog to Oswestry in April 1948 calling at all stations.  Due to a fault with the water supply at Llangynog, the loco was unable to take water at the terminus.  You must, therefore, stop at the water tank at Llanrhaiadr Mochnant (located just before the station) to take water.  The activity will end after unloading passengers at Oswestry.  

Note:
1. The Tanat Valley line includes several open level crossings with 5 mph speed limits.  For added realism, you should stop at each crossing and whistle before proceeding.

2. Expect to stop at Llynclys Junction home signal to await traffic on the mainline.  It is important that you stop exactly at the reverse point.  The signal should clear as soon as the train on the mainline has passed.

65. 1948 Llanfyllin passenger-1

Drive the 1230 passenger service from Oswestry to Llanfyllin in October 1948 calling at all stations.

Note

1. You will be running in reverse for this trip.

2. You will probably encounter a signal at danger at Llanymynech due to an up passenger train.  The signal should clear as soon as the other train has passed.  If it does not, move slowly towards the signal.

66. 1948 Llanfyllin passenger-2

Drive the 1325 passenger service from Llanfyllin to Oswestry in October 1948 calling at all stations.

67. 1950 Oswestry to Welshpool

Drive the 1510 local passenger service from Oswestry to Welshpool in April 1950 calling at all stations.  It is typical April weather!

68. 1950 Welshpool to Oswestry

Drive the 1610 local passenger service from Welshpool to Oswestry in April 1950.  This service calls at all stations apart from Llynclys.

69. 1950 Oswestry to Aberystwyth

Drive the 0820 passenger service from Oswestry to Aberystwyth in October 1950.  This train calls at all stations apart from Llynclys, Pant and Buttington, and is due to arrive at Aberystwyth at 1136.   

Note:

1. Should you need water, the water columns are operational at Welshpool, Moat Lane, Machynlleth and Borth.

2. You may be required to stop at one or more locations due to traffic on the single line section ahead.  Where this is the case, the signal should clear as soon as the train has passed.  If it does not clear, move slowly towards it.  

70. 1950 Aberystwyth to Oswestry

Drive the 1240 semi-fast passenger service from Aberystwyth to Oswestry in October 1950.  This train includes through carriages for Crewe via Whitchurch (the front 4) and for Shrewsbury (the rear 2).  On arrival at Welshpool, the rear two carriages should be uncoupled and left in the station.  The activity will end after unloading passengers at Oswestry.  

Note:

1. Should you need water, the water columns are operational at Machynlleth, Moat Lane and Welshpool.

2. You may be required to stop at one or more locations due to traffic on the single line section ahead.  Where this is the case, the signal should clear as soon as the train has passed.  If it does not clear, move slowly towards it.  

71. 1951 Summer Saturday: part 1

Drive the 0955 summer Saturday express passenger service from Oswestry to Aberystwyth in July 1951.  This train originated at Manchester London Road and consists entirely of ex LMS stock.  It is due to arrive at Aberystwyth at 1225.   

Note:

1. Should you need water, the water columns are operational at Welshpool, Moat Lane, Machynlleth and Borth.

2. You may be required to stop at one or more locations due to traffic on the single line section ahead.  Where this is the case, the signal should clear as soon as the train has passed.  If it does not clear, move slowly towards it.  

72. 1951 Summer Saturday: part 2

Drive the 1400 summer Saturday express passenger service from Aberystwyth to Oswestry in July 1951.   

Note:

1. Should you need water, the water columns are operational at Machynlleth and Welshpool (there is no stop at Moat Lane in this direction).

2. You may be required to stop at one or more locations due to traffic on the single line section ahead.  Where this is the case, the signal should clear as soon as the train has passed.  If it does not clear, move slowly towards it.  

73. 1952 Passing out: part 1

After many years firing, it is now time to pass out as a driver.  The inspector has joined you on the footplate for this two part activity to observe your driving skills.  He has given you an early start, taking the 0515 Oswestry to Aberystwyth goods train as far as Moat Lane.  

Drive the train non-stop from Oswestry yard to Moat Lane Platform 1.  The activity will end when you stop in the station at Moat Lane.

Note:

There are sufficient vacuum braked vehicles at the front of this train for it to be classed as "partially fitted".  Your maximum speed for this train is 45mph.

74. 1952 Passing out: part 2

The inspector is still with you as you prepare for the second leg of your passing out run.  On this occasion you are to drive a stopping passenger train from Moat Lane to Oswestry.    

Drive the 0646 departure from Moat Lane to Oswestry calling at all stations apart from Scafell.
75. 1952 Sunday service: part 1

Passed firemen, as the newly qualified drivers were known, would often only get the opportunity to drive if there was a special working or if a colleague was off work.  However, it was common practice to reserve the Sunday workings for passed firemen to give them driving experience.  In the case of the Cambrian, the Sunday service consisted of one return working from Oswestry to Aberystwyth, with several hours at the terminus for the crew to enjoy the seaside resort.

Drive the 0645 Sunday passenger service from Oswestry to Aberystwyth in August 1952.  This is a semi-fast service, so study the timetable carefully to see at which stations you need to stop.    

Note:

1. Should you need water, the water columns are operational at Welshpool, Machynlleth and Borth (there is no stop at Moat Lane).  

2. This service uses the up platform at Glandyfi.

76. 1952 Sunday service: part 2

Continuing the Sunday duty, drive the 1820 passenger service from Aberystwyth to Oswestry in August 1952.      

Note:

Should you need water, the water columns are operational at Machynlleth and Welshpool.  

77. 1952 Cattle special

After passing out for driving, you remain on the Special link at Oswestry shed.  It is November 1952 and one of the worst ever foot-and-mouth outbreaks has just ended.    In this activity you have been assigned to drive a non-stop cattle special between Oswestry and Aberystwyth as part of the effort to re-stock the farms of West Wales.

Starting from Oswestry loco shed, follow the preset path to Oswestry goods siding 5 to pick up train 33005.  Wait until 1600hrs to allow sufficient time for the wagon handbrakes to be released and the vacuum brake tested.  You should get a pop-up "Rightaway" message at 1600hrs.  

Drive non-stop (signals permitting) all the way to Aberystwyth with the loaded cattle train.  On arrival at the terminus, stop in the cattle siding with the front two wagons alongside the cattle dock, where the activity will end.

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.    

2.  Press the Tab key to pass a signal at danger at Oswestry.

3. This train is vacuum fitted throughout. You may therefore run at the indicated line speed.

4. The water columns are operational at the usual locations, although this train is not booked to stop anywhere.  

5. You may be required to stop at one or more locations due to traffic on the single line section ahead.  Where this is the case, the signal should clear as soon as the train has passed.  If it does not clear, move slowly towards it.  

78. 1952 Milk special

Continuing the previous Special link activity, an hour after arriving at Aberystwyth with the cattle train, you have been informed by Control that you are required to take a diverted milk train to Shrewsbury.  Normally, the milk traffic from West Wales was routed to London via the South Wales main line, but owing to storm damage it has today been diverted via the Cambrian and Shrewsbury. 

Starting from Aberystwyth loco shed, follow the preset path to Platform 4 and pick up train 33014.  Wait a couple of minutes for the brake test to be carried out (there is no rightaway on this occasion).  Continue along the preset path via 2 further reverse points onto the up line (there is no direct access onto this line from Platform 4), before proceeding non-stop to Shrewsbury.

On arrival at Shrewsbury, stop in Platform 3 in the passenger station and uncouple the loco from the train.  Another loco will take the train south to London from here.  Continue light engine out of the station and along the main line towards Chester (in real life, the loco would return to Oswestry via Gobowen).  The activity will end automatically a few hundred metres along this line (there is no need to stop).

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.    

2.  Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger at Aberystwyth.

3. This train is vacuum fitted throughout. You may therefore run at the indicated line speed.

4. The water columns are operational at the usual locations, although this train is not booked to stop anywhere.  

5. You may be required to stop at one or more locations due to traffic on the single line section ahead.  Where this is the case, the signal should clear as soon as the train has passed.  If it does not clear, move slowly towards it.  

79. 1953 Oswestry yard shunt

It is July 1953 and you are assigned to goods shunting duties at Oswestry.  In this activity you dispose of a loaded goods train that has recently arrived from Chester  (i.e. sort the wagons according to their ultimate destination). 

Couple to the front of train 32944 in Oswestry goods siding 1 and sort the wagons as follows:

Wagons for Oswestry (leave in Oswestry goods siding 1):

32944-0, 1, 11, 17 & 19

Wagons for Whitchurch pick-up goods (place in Oswestry goods siding 2):

32944-5, 6, 10 & 20

Wagons for Moat Lane pick-up goods (place in Oswestry goods siding 3):

32944-4, 7, 12, 13 & 16

Wagons for Mach/Aber (place in Oswestry goods siding 4):

32944-2, 3, 8, 9, 14, 15 & 18

Finally (and only after you have finished shunting the train) push the Oswestry wagons from Oswestry goods siding 1 to Oswestry north yard siding 7, where the activity will end (you need to stop).

Hint: Due to the weight of the train and the steep gradient, do not attempt to move the whole of train 32944 in one go.  Shunt the open wagons and oil tanks first, followed by the vans and container wagons.  

Note:

1. This activity uses manual points throughout.

2. Due to a Train Simulator bug, the handbrakes will not release properly once applied.  Therefore, only apply the brakes on the wagons being dropped off.

80. 1954 Porthywaen trip-1

This is the first of two activities in which you transfer wagons between the sidings at Llynclys Junction and Porthywaen in August 1954.  

Start by coupling to the front of train 32989 in Llynclys Jnc siding 2 (front coupler).  Take this train along the branch to Porthywaen.  Stop just before the entrance to the Porthywaen sidings and change the points.  

Uncouple wagons 32989-9 to 32989-13 (5 lime wagons), take them to Whitehaven Quarry siding 3 to run round (under the bridge), before dropping them off in the Lion Wharf Siding.  Reverse to Lime Kilns Lower to collect train 32982 and drop these wagons off on the unnamed track next to the wagon repair shed.  Continue light engine up the incline to Porthywaen New siding to collect train 32985.  Take these wagons to Whitehaven Quarry siding 3 to run round, before adding them to train 32982 by the wagon repair shed.

Return to the train on the mainline and uncouple wagons 32989-4 to 32989-8 (5 coal wagons).  Take these wagons up the incline and drop them off in Porthywaen New siding (2 or 3 at a time because of the gradient).  Continue light engine up the incline to Coopers sidings to pick up trains 32983 and 32984.  Add these wagons to the train by the wagon repair shed.  Collect the next 3 wagons from the train on the mainline and return to Coopers sidings.  Drop off 32989-1 in Coopers bottom siding and 32989-2 & 3 in Coopers top siding.

Return to the mainline, collect the brakevan and place it in Whitehaven Quarry siding 3.  Move all wagons from the unnamed track by the wagon repair shed to Whitehaven Quarry siding 3 and couple to the brakevan (uncouple the loco).  Move the wagons from the Lion Wharf siding to Lime Kilns Lower.

Finally, collect the train from Whitehaven Quarry siding 3 and return to Llynclys Jnc siding 2, where the activity will end (you must stop).

Note:

1. This activity uses manual points.

2. Save before using the front coupler.

81. 1954 Porthywaen trip-2

This is the second of two activities in which you transfer wagons between the sidings at Llynclys Junction and Porthywaen in August 1954.  

Start by coupling to the front (Porthywaen end) of train 32988 in Llynclys Jnc siding 3 (front coupler).  Add brakevan 33011-0 to the rear of the train.  Proceed along the branch to Porthywaen with the train of empty wagons.  Stop just before the entrance to the Porthywaen sidings and change the points.  

Uncouple the loco from the train and proceed to Whitehaven Quarry siding 1 (under the bridge) to pick up train 32977.  Take these wagons to the unnamed track next to the wagon repair shed and uncouple.  Next, collect train 32976 from Pear Tree Quarry siding 1.  Add these wagons to train 32977 by the wagon repair shed.

Return to the mainline to collect the train of empties and pull the whole train (including the brakevan) into Whitehaven Quarry siding 3.  Run round the train and shunt the rear 6 wagons (32988-3 to 32988-8 ) into Whitehaven Quarry siding 1.  Drop off the remaining 3 empties (32988-0 to 32988-2 ) in Pear Tree Quarry siding 1 and return the brakevan to Whitehaven Quarry siding 3 (push it well inside the siding).  

Move all wagons from the unnamed track by the wagon repair shed to Whitehaven Quarry siding 3 and couple to the brakevan.  Wait a couple of minutes while the guard checks the train, before returning to Llynclys Junction with the loaded wagons (there is no 'rightaway' so depart when ready).  Stop in Llynclys Jnc siding 3, where the activity will end.

Note:

1. This activity uses manual points.

2. Save before using the front coupler.

82. 1954 Nantmawr stone: part 1

In this activity you take a train of empty mineral wagons from Oswestry to Llanddu and Nantmawr quarries in October 1954.

Starting from the goods yard at Oswestry, proceed non-stop along the Cambrian mainline and Tanat Valley line to Blodwell Junction.  Stop in Blodwell Junction loop, uncouple and run round the train.  Pull the train out of the station again (towards Llanddu quarry), but stop just beyond the bridge alongside Blodwell Junction siding (leave a gap between the rear vehicle and the Blodwell Junction home signal to avoid accidentally running past the signal later in the activity).  

Uncouple between wagons 0-7 & 0-8 and run forwards to Llanddu quarry with the brakevan and six empty wagons.  Pick up train 32991 from Llanddu quarry loading siding and replace these loaded wagons with the 6 empties (0-8 to 0-13).  Return towards Blodwell Junction with the brakevan and 6 loaded wagons and place all 7 wagons in Blodwell Junction siding.  Uncouple the loco, pick up the 6 remaining empties from the mainline and add the brakevan to the rear of the train (leave the loaded wagons where they are).  Continue to Nantmawr.

At Nantmawr, stop in Reception 1 and uncouple the loco.  Run forwards to the loading siding, pick up train 33024 and place it in Reception 2.  Next, collect train 33026 from Nantmawr lime kilns upper 1 and place in Nantmawr lime kilns lower.  Finally, return to Reception 1 and push the train of empty wagons (plus brakevan) into the loading siding. 

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path on the mainline and for running round at Blodwell Junction, but all other shunting operations use manual points.  

2. Save before coupling with the front coupler.

3. You will need to press the Tab key to pass signals at danger at Blodwell Junction.

4. Do not exceed 25 mph.

83. 1954 Nantmawr stone: part 2

In this activity you take a train of loaded mineral wagons from Nantmawr and Llanddu quarries towards Gobowen in October 1954.

Starting from the reception sidings at Nantmawr, reverse to Blodwell Junction with your train of 6 loaded wagons and a brakevan.  Stop in Blodwell Junction loop, uncouple and run round the train.  Pull the train a short distance out of the station towards Oswestry (running back towards Llanddu) and stop at Blodwell Junction siding to pick up train 32991.  At this point, you should also move the brakevan to the rear of the train.  (As a suggestion, add loaded wagons 0-2 to 0-7 to train 32991 in Blodwell Junction siding, then place brakevan 0-8 on the mainline next to the siding and finally move all 12 loaded wagons back to the mainline to pick up the brakevan again.)  

Continue non-stop towards Oswestry (make sure that you take the right hand line just before Llanddu quarry - the points should already be set).  Continue through Oswestry station and onto the Gobowen line.  The activity will end automatically a short distance along this line (there is no need to stop). 

Note:

1. This activity mostly uses a preset path, but you will need to change the points yourself when shunting at Blodwell Junction siding.  

2. You will need to press the Tab key to pass signals at danger at Blodwell Junction.

3. Do not exceed 25 mph.
84. 1955 Mainline pick-up: part 1

This is the first of four activities representing a typical goods shift for an Oswestry crew.  In this activity you drive the daily pick-up goods train between Oswestry and Welshpool.  It is May 1955.

Follow the preset path from Oswestry engine shed to Oswestry goods siding 5 and pick up train 32981.  Wait a couple of minutes while the guard prepares for departure before setting off for Llanymynech (there is no 'rightaway' so depart when ready).

At Llanymynech stop on the mainline just before the station (before the signal) and uncouple the first 5 wagons.  Move these wagons to Yard reception 2, run round and then shunt as follows (manual points):

Move 32930-0 & 1 from the goods shed to siding 2

Move 32932-0 & 1 from the coal yard to siding 2

Drop off 32981-0 in siding 2

(Temporarily place the above wagons in siding 3 until you have shunted the coal yard.)

Drop off 32981-1 & 2 in the goods shed

Drop off 32981-3 & 4 in the coal yard.

Pick up 32931-0 from the cattle dock.

Return to Yard reception 2 with wagon 32931-0, run round and add to the train on the mainline.  Continue to Four Crosses.

At Four Crosses stop in the station, uncouple between 32931-0 and 32981-5,  pick up empty wagons 32929-0 & 1 from the goods siding and replace with loaded wagons 32981-5 & 6.  Continue to Pool Quay.  

At Pool Quay stop in the station, uncouple the loco, pick up wagon 32927-0 and drop off 32981-7 in the goods siding.  Continue to Welshpool.

At Welshpool stop in the Yard reception loop, where the activity will end.  

Note:

1. This activity mostly uses a preset path, but you will need to change the points yourself within the yard at Llanymynech (for running round and shunting).

2. Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger at Oswestry, Four Crosses and Pool Quay.

3. Do not exceed 25 mph.  

4. Save before using the front coupler.

85. 1955 Mainline pick-up: part 2

This is the second of four activities representing a typical goods shift for an Oswestry crew.  Since the end of Part 1, the yard at Welshpool has been shunted and the pick-up goods is almost ready to depart.  In this activity you continue to drive this train as far as Abermule, where there is a crew change.

Couple to the front of train 32981 in Welshpool yard reception loop and reverse out onto the mainline as far as the reverse point.  Draw forwards into Welshpool station and stop at the water column to take water.  Continue to Abermule, calling at Forden and Montgomery to shunt as follows: 

At Forden stop in the station, uncouple the brakevan and place loaded coal wagon 32981-15 in the goods siding.

At Montgomery stop in the station, uncouple the brakevan and pick up wagons 32829-0 & 1 from the goods shed.  Couple these wagons to the brakevan and retrun to the goods shed to drop off 32981-13 & 14. 

At Abermule stop in the station, where the activity will end.  

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.  

2. Press the Tab key to pass a signal at danger at Montgomery.

3. Do not exceed 25 mph.  

86. 1955 Mainline pick-up: part 3

This is the third of four activities representing a typical goods shift for an Oswestry crew.  Following the crew change at Abermule, you return to Welshpool with a goods train from Moat Lane consisting mostly of empty wagons.  

Start immediately and run non-stop as far as Montgomery.  Stop on the mainline just before Montgomery loading dock siding (the loco should be almost on the points leading to the loading dock to avoid passing a red signal when you re-couple to your train), uncouple between wagons 0-3 and 0-4 and pick up van 32826-0 from the loading dock siding.  Continue to Welshpool. 

At Welshpool, run through the station as far as the reverse point and reverse into the yard reception. Continue to reverse until you reach Welshpool yard siding 6, where you should drop off brakevan 0-10.  Next, shunt across to Welshpool yard siding 3 and drop off all remaining wagons apart from the two cattle wagons 0-2 & 0-3 (you may couple to train 33006 if you wish).  These wagons will be departing shortly for Shrewsbury.  Finally, take the two cattle wagons 0-2 & 0-3 to Welshpool cattle siding 1, where the activity will end (you need to stop).  

Note:

1. This activity  uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.  

2. Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger at Montgomery and Welshpool.

3. Do not exceed 25 mph.  

4. If you delay the end of the activity until around 1402, you should see the up and down Cambrian Coast Express trains pass at Welshpool.

87. 1955 Mainline pick-up: part 4

This is the fourth of four activities representing a typical goods shift for an Oswestry crew.  Following a short break at Welshpool, you return to Oswestry with a mixed freight, calling at Llynclys Junction only.    

Start by collecting trains 33000 and 32998 from Welshpool yard siding 4.  The former is a train of empty wagons from Welshpool plus the two mineral wagons picked up from Four Crosses in Part 1.  The latter is a load of coal for the lime kilns at Porthywaen.  Shunt the combined train to Welshpool yard siding 6 and pick up brakevan 33013.  Proceed to Llynclys Junction.

At Llynclys Junction, stop at the reverse point and reverse into the sidings.  Stop at the next reverse point and uncouple the brakevan.  Then, using manual points, place the 5 loaded coal wagons (32998) in Llynclys Jnc siding 2 and pick up loaded stone train 33012 from Llynclys Jnc siding 3.  Pick up the brakevan again and continue to Oswestry.  

At Oswestry, stop at the water column at the end of the platform, where the activity will end.  

Note:

1. This activity mostly  uses a preset path, but you must change the points yourself for all shunting operations within Llynclys Junction sidings.  IMPORTANT: Set the points for Llynclys Jnc siding 4 to avoid running past the signal onto the mainline during the shunt.  Do not run past this signal until you have finished shunting.  

2. Press the Tab key to pass a signal at danger at Welshpool.

3. Do not exceed 25 mph.  

88. 1955 Kerry goods

In this activity you drive a short goods train from Abermule to Kerry and return in September 1955.  The train is the 0930 from Oswestry (as driven in activities 84 and 85), but only two wagons off this train are taken up the steeply graded Mule Gorge, with the remainder being left in a siding at Abermule.  This service also uses a different brakevan, which was kept at Abermule for the purpose.  The current activity starts mid-way through the shunting at Abermule.  

Follow the preset path via the up platform to pick up train 33012 from the down platform (coupling with the front coupler).  Continue to Abermule shunting neck, where brakevan 33014-0 should be added to the rear of the train.  Proceed immediately to Kerry, calling only at Goitre.

At Goitre, pick up loaded pallet van 33016-0 from the brickworks loading dock and place wagon 33012-1 at Goitre brickworks (coal).  Continue to Kerry. 

At Kerry, pick up empty wagon 33017-0 from Kerry siding 3 and replace it with wagon 33012-0 (same location).  In preparation for the return journey, re-arrange the order of the wagons so that the brakevan is the rear vehicle.  At this point you should leave the train  (33016-0, 33017-0 & 33014-0) in the platform road and take the loco to the engine shed for water.

Finally, pick up the train again and return non-stop to Abermule.  The activity will end when you stop in Abermule station.  

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path at Abermule, but you will need to change the points yourself at Goitre and Kerry.  Ignore the reverse point near Kerry.  

2. Expect to stop at the signals on the up and down platforms (starters) at Abermule due to traffic on the line ahead.  The up starter should clear at 1352 and the down as soon as the freight train has passed.  If this doesn't happen, move slowly towards them. Other signals may be passed at danger by pressing the Tab key.

3. There is a 10 mph speed limit on the branch.  

4. Save before using the front coupler.

89. 1957 Llanfyllin goods-1

In this activity you drive the daily pick-up goods train from Oswestry to Llanfyllin in August 1957.  

Starting immediately from the through road at Oswestry station, drive non-stop as far as Llansantffraid, midway along the Llanfyllin branch.  Drive through Llansantffraid station and stop on the mainline with the brakevan alongside the goods shed.  Uncouple the loco from the train and shunt as follows (manual points):

1. Collect 33019-0 & 1 from the goods shed and place in the goods loop.

2. Collect 33020-0 from the coal siding and 33031-0 from the goods siding and place in the goods loop.

3. Uncouple 0-13 from the rest of the train and place at the cattle dock.

4. Uncouple, 0-14, 0-15 & 0-16 from the train.  Place 0-15 & 0-16 in the goods shed and 0-14 in the coal siding.

Return to the train on the mainline and continue to Llanfyllin.  

At Llanfyllin, stop in the station loop alongside the goods shed and run round the train (preset path), pausing briefly at the water column for water.  Shunt as follows (manual points):  

1. Move brakevan 0-23 to siding 3.

2. Collect 33026-0 & 1 from the goods shed and place in siding 3.

3. Collect 33024-0 & 1 from siding 5 and place in siding 3.

4. Place 0-17 in siding 3.

5. Place 0-19 & 0-20 in the goods shed.

6. Place 0-21 & 0-22 in siding 5, where the activity will end.  

Note

1. Apart from running round at Llanfyllin, you must change the points yourself for all shunting operations.

2. At Llansantffraid be very careful not to pass the up (i.e. towards Oswestry) home signal during the shunt, as it will not clear when you try to pass it in the opposite direction.

3. After running round at Llanfyllin stay off the mainline and watch out for the arriving passenger service (due approx 1305).

4. Do not exceed 25 mph.

5. Save before using the front coupler.

90. 1957 Llanfyllin goods-2

In this activity you drive the daily pick-up goods train from Llanfyllin to Oswestry in August 1957.  Wait for the passenger train to depart before starting.

Follow the preset path to pick up 33025-0 from the cattle dock followed by the whole of train 33038 from siding 3.   Continue to Llanfechain (as soon as the signal permits).

Stop in Llanfechain station and uncouple between 33038-0 and 33038-1.  Pick up wagons 33023-0 and 33029-0 from Llanfechain coal and Llanfechain loading dock respectively and drop off 33038-0 at Llanfechain loading dock (manual points). Continue to Llansantffraid. 

At Llansantffraid, stop on the mainline just before the goods shed, leaving at least 4 wagon lengths between the loco and the next signal.  Uncouple between 33025-0 and 33023-0 and pick up the whole of train 33019 from the goods loop (preset path).  Continue to Llanymynech.

At  Llanymynech, stop in the station with the loco about half way along the platform (leave at least 5 wagon lengths between the loco and the next signal).  Uncouple between 33025-0 and 33019-0 and pick up the whole of train 33017 from siding 2 (preset path).  Continue to Pant.

Stop in Pant station and uncouple between 33017-0 and 33017-1.  Pick up 33013-0 from the goods warehouse and drop off 33017-0 at the same location (manual points).  Continue to Oswestry. 

Stop in Oswestry station, where the activity will end.

Note

1. This activity mostly uses a preset path, but you will need to change the points yourself at Llanfechain and Pant.  

2. Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger at Llansantffraid and Llanymynech.

3. Do not exceed 25 mph.

91. 1958 Tanat Valley goods: part 1

In this activity you drive the daily Tanat Valley pick-up goods train from Oswestry to Llanrhaiadr Mochnant in August 1958.  This was the terminus of the line by this time.

Starting from the goods yard at Oswestry, take the short goods train along the mainline to Llynclys Junction.  Stop at the reverse point just before the junction and wait for the Llanfyllin to Oswestry passenger train to pass.  Cross the mainline onto the branch and continue non-stop as far as Llansilin Road station.  

At Llansilin Road, place 0-10 in siding 2 and 0-9 in siding 1 (there is nothing to pick up).  Continue to Llanrhaiadr Mochnant.

At Llanrhaiadr Mochnant, stop in the station, uncouple the loco and take it to the water tank (situated just beyond the station). The activity will end when you stop at the water tank. 

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path on the mainline, but you will need to change the points yourself at Llansilin Road.   

2.  There is no need to reverse at the reverse point at Llynclys Junction; its function is to ensure that the passenger train has priority.  You should stop as soon as you reach the reverse point and wait for the train to pass.  If the signal does not clear when it should, move slowly towards it.

3. The Tanat Valley line includes several open level crossings with 5 mph speed limits.  For added realism, you should stop at each crossing and whistle before proceeding.

4. Save before coupling with the front coupler.

5. Do not exceed 25 mph.  

92. 1958 Tanat Valley goods: part 2

In this activity you drive the daily Tanat Valley pick-up goods train from Llanrhaiadr Mochnant to Oswestry in August 1958.  

Start by shunting Llanrhaiadr Mochnant goods yard as follows (preset path):

1. Pick up 33032-0 from the cattle dock (this wagon should remain attached to the loco for the remainder of the activity).

2. Move brakevan 33035-0 from the down platform to the up platform.

3. Return to the down platform to collect 33035-1 & 2.

4. Drop off 33035-2 in the goods siding.

5. Finally, add 33032-0 & 33035-1 to the brakevan in the up platform.

Proceed to Oswestry, calling at Llangedwyn and Llansilin Road only.

At Llangedwyn, pick up 33031-0 from the goods siding and drop off 33035-1 at the same location (manual points). At Llansilin Road, pick up 33030-0 & 1 from siding 1 (manual points).  The other wagon should be left in siding 1, but the farmer would be grateful if you could move it closer to his cart.   At Oswestry, stop in the passenger station, where the activity will end. 

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path, but you will need to change the points yourself at Llangedwyn and Llansilin Road.   

2. Press the Tab key to pass a signal at danger at Llanrhaiadr Mochnant.

3. The Tanat Valley line includes several open level crossings with 5 mph speed limits.  For added realism, you should stop at each crossing and whistle before proceeding.

4. Do not exceed 25 mph.

93. 1959 Mainline goods: part 1

In this activity you drive the 0900 goods train from Oswestry to Machynlleth in October 1959.

Starting from Oswestry loco shed, follow the preset path to Oswestry goods siding 5 to pick up train 32975.  Wait until 0900hrs to allow sufficient time for the wagon handbrakes to be released and the vacuum brake tested.  You should get a pop-up "Rightaway" message at 0900hrs.  Proceed as far as Welshpool.  

At Welshpool shunt the train into the down refuge siding and uncouple the loco.  Follow the preset path to the yard reception loop and pick up train 32952.  Add this train to train 32975 in the down refuge siding and continue as far as Cilcewydd.

At Cilcewydd, stop just before the signal and shunt the 8 United Dairies tank wagons (32952-0 to 32952-7) into the dairy siding.  Re-couple to the train on the mainline and continue to Machynlleth.  

At Machynlleth, stop just before the red signal, where the activity will end. 

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.    

2.  Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger at Oswestry and Welshpool.

3. This train is classed as 'partially fitted' and has a maximum speed limit of 45 mph.  Do not exceed this limit.  

4. The water columns are operational at Welshpool and Moat Lane.

5. You may be required to stop at one or more locations due to traffic on the single line section ahead.  Where this is the case, the signal should clear as soon as the train has passed.  If it does not clear, move slowly towards it.  Expect a lengthy wait at Talerddig.

94. 1959 Mainline goods: part 2

In this activity you drive the 1430 goods train from Machynlleth to Oswestry in October 1959.

Starting from Machynlleth loco shed, follow the preset path to Machynlleth yard siding 1 to pick up train 32867, pausing briefly at the water column on the loco shed shunting neck to top up the tender.  Wait until 1430hrs to allow sufficient time for the wagon handbrakes to be released and the vacuum brake tested.  You should get a pop-up "Rightaway" message at 1430hrs.  Proceed as far as Welshpool.  

Stop in Welshpool platform 3 and uncouple the front 5 wagons (32867-0 to 32867-4).  Drop these wagons off in Welshpool yard siding 3.  Return to platform 3 to pick up the remainder of the train and continue to Oswestry.  

At Oswestry, stop in the through road just before the red signal, where the activity will end. 

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.    

2.  Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger at Machynlleth and Welshpool.

3. This train is classed as 'partially fitted' and has a maximum speed limit of 45 mph.  Do not exceed this limit.  

4. You may be required to stop at one or more locations due to traffic on the single line section ahead.  Where this is the case, the signal should clear as soon as the train has passed.  If it does not clear, move slowly towards it.

95. 1960 Machynlleth goods: part 1

In this activity you drive the 1030 ex Aberystwyth semi-fast goods train between Machynlleth and Oswestry in May 1960.  This activity follows on from activity #38, albeit 20 years later.  The 1030 ex Aberystwyth has just arrived at Machynlleth, where there was a crew change.  The train is now ready to depart.

Drive to Moat Lane, where you must pick up 20 empty wagons (some off the pick-up goods and some from the Mid Wales line).  Stop just before Moat Lane platform 1 (the front of the loco should be level with the platform ramp) and uncouple after the second tank wagon (between 0-10 and 0-11).  Follow the preset path to the Moat Lane up loop and pick up train 32959.  Add this train to the wagons in the platform road and continue to Oswestry.  

At Oswestry, stop in the station just before the red signal, where the activity will end. 

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.    

2.  Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger at Moat Lane.

3. This train is classed as 'partially fitted' and has a maximum speed limit of 45 mph.  Do not exceed this limit.  

4. The water column is operational at Welshpool.

5. You may be required to stop at one or more locations due to traffic on the single line section ahead.  Where this is the case, the signal should clear as soon as the train has passed.  If it does not clear, move slowly towards it.  

96. 1960 Machynlleth goods: part 2

In this activity you drive the 1640 semi-fast goods train from Oswestry to Machynlleth in May 1960.  The train is now ready to depart.

Drive the loaded goods train non-stop (signals permitting) to Moat Lane, where approximately half of the wagons are due to be dropped off (for the morning pick-up goods to Machynlleth and for the Mid Wales line).  Stop in Moat Lane platform 1 and uncouple between wagons 0-30 and 0-31 (make sure that the brakevan is in the platform).  Draw forwards as far as the reverse point and reverse into the Moat Lane up loop.  Drop off wagons 0-16 to 0-30 inclusive.  Return to platform 1 to pick up the remainder of your train and continue to Machynlleth.  

At Machynlleth, stop just before the red signal, where the activity will end. 

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.    

2.  Press the Tab key to pass a signal at danger at Moat Lane.

3. This train is classed as 'partially fitted' and has a maximum speed limit of 45 mph.  Do not exceed this limit.  

4. The water column is operational at Welshpool.

5. You may be required to stop at one or more locations due to traffic on the single line section ahead.  Where this is the case, the signal should clear as soon as the train has passed.  If it does not clear, move slowly towards it.  

97. 1961 Dovey Jnc to Barmouth

Drive the 0818 passenger service between Dovey Junction and Barmouth in June 1961.  This train calls at all stations and halts apart from Abertafol.

Note:

The water column at Llwyngwril is operational if needed.

98. 1961 Barmouth to Dovey Jnc

Drive the 0930 passenger service between Barmouth and Dovey Junction in June 1961.  This train calls at all stations and halts apart from Abertafol and Gogarth.

Note:

The water column at Llwyngwril is operational if needed.

99. 1961 Machynlleth to Pwllheli

In this activity you drive the 0640 stopping passenger service between Machynlleth and Pwllheli in August 1961.  In addition to passengers, this train carries the mail to the principal stations along the coast (so expect long station stops).  The train also forms the morning school service between Barmouth and Harlech.  

Starting from the sidings at Machynlleth, draw forwards into the station with the passenger carriages and stop at the reverse point (DO NOT PRESS ENTER).  Reverse onto the mainline and pick up mail van 32944-0 (dropped off by the Aberystwyth train).  Draw the whole train forwards into the platform and load passengers.

Drive the 0640 passenger service to Pwllheli, calling at all stations and halts listed on the timetable.  The activity will end after unloading your passengers at Pwllheli. 

Note:

1.  This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.

2.  Press the Tab key to pass a signal at danger at Machynlleth.

3. Water is available at Llwyngwril, Barmouth, Portmadoc and Afon Wen.  It is recommended that you take water at Barmouth, as there is a long station stop here.

100. 1961 Pwllheli to Dovey Jnc

Drive the 1025 stopping passenger service between Pwllheli and Dovey Junction in August 1961.  This train calls at all stations and halts.  The activity will end after unloading your passengers at Dovey Junction. 

Note:

1. You may be required to stop at one or more locations due to traffic on the single line section ahead.  Where this is the case, the signal should clear as soon as the train has passed.  If it does not clear, move slowly towards it.  

2. Water is available at Portmadoc, Barmouth and Llwyngwril.  

101. 1961 Down Coast CCE

Drive the Pwllheli portion of the Cambrian Coast Express between Machynlleth and Portmadoc in October 1961. This service calls at all stations and halts as far as Barmouth, but then runs semi-fast the rest of the way to Portmadoc.  The activity will end after unloading your passengers at Portmadoc. 

Note:

1. You may be required to stop at one or more locations due to traffic on the single line section ahead.  Where this is the case, the signal should clear as soon as the train has passed.  If it does not clear, move slowly towards it.  

2. Water is available at Llwyngwril and Barmouth.  It is recommended that you take water at Barmouth.

102. 1962 Coast Sunday service

Drive the Sunday passenger service between Barmouth and Machynlleth in April 1962. The activity will end after unloading your passengers at Machynlleth.

103. 1962 Up CCE

It is a Saturday in mid July 1962 and the Up Cambrian Coast Express has been strengthened to 11 carriages.  To cope with the heavy load, a second Manor has been added to the front of the train at Machynlleth.  You are the driver of this loco.  

Drive the Cambrian Coast Express between Machynlleth and Welshpool, where there is a crew change.  In addition to the booked station stop at Newtown, you should also stop at Moat Lane to take water (don't forget the second loco).  

Note:

You may be required to stop at one or more locations due to traffic on the single line section ahead.  Where this is the case, the signal should clear as soon as the train has passed.  If it does not clear, move slowly towards it.  

104. 1962 Down summer express

Following on from the previous activity, you return to Machynlleth from Welshpool driving a summer Saturdays only Birmingham to Aberystwyth express.  

Drive the 1212 express service from Welshpool as far as Machynlleth calling at Newtown and Moat Lane only.  At Moat Lane, stop by the water column and top-up the tenders of both locos (the F5 display only shows the water level in the front tender, so you will have to use your imagination when filling the second).  The activity will end after unloading your passengers at Machynlleth.  

Note:

You may be required to stop at one or more locations due to traffic on the single line section ahead.  Where this is the case, the signal should clear as soon as the train has passed.  If it does not clear, move slowly towards it.  

105. 1963 Passenger shift-1

This is the first of three passenger activities for the Aberystwyth to Shrewsbury line set in March 1963.  In this activity you drive the 0800 stopping passenger service from Machynlleth to Aberystwyth on a snowy morning.

Look out for the tank engine still in GWR colours at Aberystwyth.  

106. 1963 Passenger shift-2

This is the second of three passenger activities for the Aberystwyth to Shrewsbury line set in March 1963.  In this activity you drive the 1030 stopping passenger service all the way from Aberystwyth to Shrewsbury.  Since the previous activity, the snow has turned to rain and all of the overnight snow has washed away.

Note:

1. The water columns are operational at Machynlleth, Moat Lane and Welshpool. By 1963 Moat Lane station had closed to passengers (following the closure of the Mid Wales line), but trains still stopped here to take water.  

2. You may be required to stop at one or more locations due to traffic on the single line section ahead.  Where this is the case, the signal should clear as soon as the train has passed.  If it does not clear, move slowly towards it.  

3. As Breidden had closed by this date, you are routed through the right-hand platform at this station (i.e. the main line).

107. 1963 Passenger shift-3

This is the third of three passenger activities for the Aberystwyth to Shrewsbury line set in March 1963.  In this activity you drive the 1555 stopping passenger service from Shrewsbury to Aberystwyth as far as Machynlleth. The rain has now stopped and it is a beautiful spring afternoon.  

Note:

1. The water columns are operational at Welshpool and Moat Lane.  By 1963 Moat Lane station had closed to passengers (following the closure of the Mid Wales line), but trains still stopped here to take water.  

2. You may be required to stop at one or more locations due to traffic on the single line section ahead.  Where this is the case, the signal should clear as soon as the train has passed.  If it does not clear, move slowly towards it.  

108. 1963 Summer Saturday to Pwllheli

In this activity you drive the summer Saturdays only Swansea to Pwllheli semi-fast passenger service on the last leg of its journey between Dovey Junction and Pwllheli in July 1963.  This train ran via Carmarthen and Aberystwyth and was primarily used by holidaymakers visiting the resorts along the Cambrian Coast, especially the Butlins holiday camp at Penychain.   

Note:

1. You may be required to stop at one or more locations due to traffic on the single line section ahead.  Where this is the case, the signal should clear as soon as the train has passed.  If it does not clear, move slowly towards it.  

2. Water is available at Llwyngwril, Barmouth, Portmadoc and Afon Wen.  

109. 1964 Down coast passenger

Drive the 1100 stopping passenger service between Machynlleth and Barmouth in January 1964. This train terminates at Barmouth, where it connects with a Birkenhead to Pwllheli service (running via Ruabon and Dolgellau).  Since both trains use the same platform, you must shunt your train out of the way into the sidings before the other train can pass (after unloading your passengers, run forwards into the shunting neck and reverse into Barmouth siding 2).

Note:

1. The shunt at Barmouth uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at the reverse point.

2. Water is available at Llwyngwril if needed.

110. 1964 Up coast passenger

Drive the 1420 stopping passenger service from Barmouth to Dovey Junction in April 1964.  There is a train bound for the Dolgellau line (a Pwllheli to Birkenhead service) in the main station at this time, so your train departs from Platform 4. The activity will end after unloading your passengers at Dovey Junction.

111. 1964 Local passenger

Drive the 1620 stopping passenger service from Newtown to Machynlleth in May 1964.  This train calls at all stations apart from Moat Lane, which had closed by this date.   

112. 1964 Rocks special

In this activity you drive a special train carrying rocks for sea defence work on the Cambrian Coast.  

Starting from the turntable in Welshpool yard, draw forwards to the water column and top up the tender with water.  Follow the preset path to platform 1 and couple to train 33017.  Take this train non-stop to Machynlleth.   

At Machynlleth, stop in the down platform at the reverse point and reverse the whole train into Machynlleth tank siding 1.  Uncouple the wagons and take the loco to the turntable, where the activity will end. 

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.    

2.  Press the Tab key to pass a signal at danger at Welshpool.

3.  Do not exceed 25 mph.  

4. The water columns are operational at Welshpool and Moat Lane.

5. Stop at Talerddig to apply a few of the wagon handbrakes before descending the steep gradient.

113. 1964 DMU training

It is November 1964 and drivers on the Cambrian line are preparing for the introduction of the Diesel Multiple Units (DMUs).  In this activity you drive a Class 108 DMU on a training run between Shrewsbury and Machynlleth, calling only at Welshpool and Newtown.  Although this train does not carry public passengers, a timetable has been provided and you should press enter at each of the stations as if you were driving an ordinary passenger train.    

Note:

The Class 108 has a 4 speed gearbox.  Press 'e' to change up a gear and 'shift + e' to change down.

114. 1965 DMU to Pwllheli

Drive the 1154 stopping passenger train between Dovey Junction and Pwllheli in April 1965.  This train calls at all stations apart from Gogarth, Abertafol, Black Rock Halt, Afon Wen (closed) and Abererch.

Note:

1. You may be required to stop at one or more locations due to traffic on the single line section ahead.  Where this is the case, the signal should clear as soon as the train has passed.  If it does not clear, move slowly towards it.  

2. This train has a 4 speed gearbox.  Press 'e' to change up a gear and 'shift+e' to change down.  

3. At Pwllheli stop in the platform before the final set of points (when the distance in the 'Next Station' display shows 0.00 miles).

115. 1965 DMU from Pwllheli

Drive the 1705 semi-fast passenger service between Pwllheli and Dovey Junction in April 1965.

Note:

1. As Dyffryn had lost its passing loop by this date, you are routed through the right-hand platform at this station (i.e. the main line).

2. This train has a 4 speed gearbox.  Press 'e' to change up a gear and 'shift+e' to change down.  

116. 1965 Coast pick-up-1

This is the first of three activities in which you drive the daily pick-up goods train along the Cambrian Coast between Pwllheli East and Machynlleth in June 1965.  In this activity you drive the train on the first leg of its journey between Pwllheli East and Portmadoc.

The train is currently standing in the yard reception at Pwllheli East and is waiting to depart.  Start immediately and drive non-stop as far as Portmadoc.  

On arrival at Portmadoc, stop at the reverse point in the down platform and reverse the train through the yard reception and into the shunting neck.  Uncouple the loco and run forwards via Portmadoc yard road 1, before coupling to the front of train 32957 in Portmadoc yard road 2.  Push these wagons back into the shunting neck and add them to the front of the pick-up goods.  Finally, pull the combined train into the yard reception, where the activity will end.  

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path on the main line, but you will need to change the points yourself within the yard at Portmadoc.

2. Do not exceed 25mph.

117. 1965 Coast pick-up-2

This is the second of three activities in which you drive the daily pick-up goods train along the Cambrian Coast between Pwllheli East and Machynlleth in June 1965.  In this activity you drive the train on the second leg of its journey between Portmadoc and Barmouth.

The train is currently standing in the yard reception at Portmadoc.  Pull forwards into the up platform and top up with water at the water column.  Once this is done, proceed immediately to Minffordd.

At Minffordd, stop with the loco in the station platform and uncouple between wagons 0-12 and 0-1.  Place wagon 0-12 in Minffordd siding 4 (manual points).  Collect the rest of the train from the main line and continue to Penrhyndeudraeth.  

At Penrhyndeudraeth, stop in the station and uncouple between wagons 0-8 and 0-10.  Follow the preset path to the Cookes siding and pick-up train 32999.  Continue to the goods loop and pick up train 32954.  Next place the 5 wagons of train 32954 in the Cookes siding.  Finally, add train 32999 to the train in the platform and continue to Barmouth.  

At Barmouth, stop at the outer home signal (which will be at danger), where the activity will end.  

Note:

1. This activity mostly uses a preset path, but you will need to change the points yourself at Minffordd.

2. Do not exceed 25mph.

3. Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger at Penrhyndeudraeth.

4. As Dyffryn had lost its passing loop by this date, you are routed through the right-hand platform at this station (i.e. the main line).

118. 1965 Coast pick-up-3

This is the third of three activities in which you drive the daily pick-up goods train along the Cambrian Coast between Pwllheli East and Machynlleth in June 1965.  In this activity you drive the train on the final leg of its journey between Barmouth and Machynlleth.

The activity starts where the previous one ended, with the train stopped at the outer home signal at Barmouth.  Start by drawing the whole train forwards as far as the footbridge (stop with the loco under the footbridge).  Uncouple the loco and follow the preset path to the up refuge siding to pick up empty wagons 32911-0, 1, 2 & 3.  Add these wagons to the front of the train on the main line and proceed to Towyn, pausing briefly at the water column in Barmouth station to top up the water tank.  

On arrival at Towyn, stop in the up platform and uncouple the loco.  (Stop with the rear 3 wagons on the bridge to avoid signal problems later in the activity).  Pick up wagons 32923-0, 1 & 2 from Towyn goods siding 4 and add them to the front of your train.  Continue to Machynlleth.

At Machynlleth, stop in the up platform, where the activity will end.  

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  All points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.  

2. Do not exceed 25mph.

3. Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger during shunting operations.

119. 1965 Pwllheli-Birmingham: part 1

Drive the 1100 semi-fast passenger service between Pwllheli and Machynlleth in July 1965.  This is a summer Saturday only through service to Birmingham Snow Hill.

Note:

1. As Dyffryn had lost its passing loop by this date, you are routed through the right-hand platform at this station (i.e. the main line).  You should ignore the 15 mph speed limit at Dyffryn.

2. Water is available at Portmadoc, Barmouth and Llwyngwril.

120. 1965 Pwllheli-Birmingham: part 2

A week after the previous activity you are rostered to drive the same through service from Pwllheli to Birmingham Snow Hill, but this time on the second leg to Shrewsbury.  Unfortunately, on this occasion the weather is more typical of a summer Saturday in Wales. 

Drive the 1335 summer Saturday only passenger service between Machynlleth and Shrewsbury in July 1965.  This train calls only at Newtown and Welshpool.  

Note:

1. Most of the intermediate stations had closed by this date and many of the passing loops had been removed.  Where appropriate, you are therefore routed through the right-hand platform (i.e. the main line).

2. Water is available at Welshpool.

121. 1965 Withdrawn loco run

By July 1965 steam was on the way out on the Cambrian.  Apart from the Manors, all of the ex GWR locos had already gone and even the BR Standards were now being withdrawn.  In this activity you take 2 withdrawn locos on their last run over Cambrian metals from Machynlleth to Welshpool (from where a Shrewsbury crew will take over). 

Following the preset path, pick up the 2 locos from the Rock siding followed by the brakevan from the livestock siding and proceed to Welshpool.  On arrival at Welshpool, stop at the water column at the end of the platform, where the activity will end.

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.

2. Water is available at Moat Lane if needed.

3. Do not exceed 25 mph.

4. You will be following the 0812 ex Machynlleth passenger service, so you might encounter a short delay when leaving Machynlleth.

122. 1965 Down Cambrian Coast Express

In this activity you drive the down Cambrian Coast Express between Welshpool and Aberystwyth in October 1965.  By this date, the famous Cambrian Coast Express had lost its headboard and chocolate and cream carriages and the coast portion to Pwllheli only ran in the summer months.  However, the Manors were still in service, providing a welcome contrast from the DMUs on the other passenger trains.  

Drive the 1513 Cambrian Coast Express from Welshpool to Aberystwyth calling at Newtown, Machynlleth, Dovey Junction and Borth.  The activity will end after unloading your passengers at Aberystwyth.

Note:

1. Most of the intermediate stations had closed by this date and many of the passing loops had been removed.  Where appropriate, you are therefore routed through the right-hand platform (i.e. the main line).  Ignore the 30 mph speed limits at Abermule, Carno, Llanbrynmair, Glandyfi, Ynyslas, Llandre and Bow Street.

2. At Aberystwyth stop in the platform before the final set of points to allow the loco to run round its train. 

3. Water is available at Machynlleth and Borth if needed.

123. 1965 Evening Mail

Following on from the previous activity, you return to your home shed at Machynlleth driving the evening mail train from Aberystwyth.  

Starting from Aberystwyth shed (which had closed by this time), draw forwards to the water column and top up the tender.  

Follow the preset path to platform 1 and pick up the two mail vans (33039-0 and 33039-1).  Add the vans to the front of the passenger train in platform 3 and wait for your scheduled departure time of 1805.  You cannot press Enter to load passengers, but you will be given the 'rightaway' by a pop-up message. 

Drive the 1805 evening mail service as far as Machynlleth, calling at Borth and Dovey Junction.  

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.

2. Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger during shunting operations at Aberystwyth.

3. Ignore the 30 mph speed limits at Bow Street, Llandre, Ynyslas and Glandyfi.

124. 1967 DMU to Aberystwyth

Drive the 1029 passenger service from Machynlleth to Aberystwyth in April 1967, calling at Dovey Junction and Borth (all other intermediate stations closed in 1965).

Note:

1. Most of the intermediate stations had closed by this date and many of the passing loops had been removed.  Where appropriate, you are therefore routed through the right-hand platform (i.e. the main line).  Ignore the 30 mph speed limits at Glandyfi, Ynyslas, Llandre and Bow Street.

2. At Aberystwyth stop in the platform before the final set of points.

3. This train has a 4 speed gearbox.  Press 'e' to change up a gear and 'shift+e' to change down.   

125. 1967 Pwllheli to Machynlleth DMU

Drive the 1513 Pwllheli to Shrewsbury passenger service as far as Machynlleth in August 1967.

Note:

1. As Dyffryn had lost its passing loop by this date, you are routed through the right-hand platform at this station (i.e. the main line).  You may ignore the 15 mph limit at this location.

2. This train has a 4 speed gearbox.  Press 'e' to change up a gear and 'shift+e' to change down.  

126. 1967 Evening DMU from Aberystwyth

Drive the 1944 passenger service from Aberystwyth to Machynlleth in November 1967, calling at Borth and Dovey Junction. After unloading your passengers at Machynlleth (and not before 2027), run forwards as far as the reverse point and reverse to the fuel point (next to the livestock siding).  Stop at the fuel point, where the activity will end.  

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at the reverse point.

2. Press the Tab key to pass a signal at danger at Machynlleth.

3. Ignore the 30 mph speed limits through the closed stations (Bow Street, Llandre, Ynyslas and Glandyfi).

4. Press 'e' to change up a gear and 'shift+e' to change down.

5. Due to a bug in Train Simulator, the train will accelerate indefinitely when running in reverse if left in gear.  To avoid this problem, select neutral as soon as the desired speed has been reached.

6. This unit is NOT fitted with a headlamp.   

127. 1969 Coast pick-up goods-1

This is the first of three activities in which you drive the daily pick-up goods train between Machynlleth and Pwllheli in January 1967.  In this activity, you take the train from Machynlleth to Barmouth with one intermediate stop at Towyn.

Starting from the passenger station at Machynlleth, drive non-stop (signals permitting) as far as Towyn.  Stop just before Towyn station with your train alongside the slate siding and slate siding loop (you must stop before the outer home signal).  Uncouple the front 3 wagons (0-1, 0-4 and 0-5) and drop them off in the Towyn slate siding (the yard is shunted later in the day).  Return the loco to the train on the main line and continue to Barmouth.  Stop in Barmouth platform 2, where the activity will end.

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.

2. Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger during the shunt at Towyn.

3. This is an unfitted goods train and is therefore limited to 25 mph.  For added realism, use the loco brake instead of the train brake for slowing the train.

4. As Aberdovey had lost its passing loop by this date, you are routed through the right-hand platform at this station (i.e. the main line).  You may ignore the 15 mph limit at this location.  You are also routed through the right-hand platform at Morfa Mawddach.

128. 1969 Coast pick-up goods-2

This is the second of three activities in which you drive the daily pick-up goods train between Machynlleth and Pwllheli in January 1967.  In this activity, you take the train from Barmouth to Penrhyndeudraeth.

Uncouple between 0-21 and 0-16 and follow the preset path to the goods yard.  Pick up 33020-0 from Barmouth goods siding, 32998-0 & 1 from Barmouth coal yard and 33019-0 from Barmouth goods shed.  Place all 4 empty wagons in platform 3.  Return to the goods yard and drop off 0-8 and 0-21 in the goods shed, followed by 0-31 at the coal yard.  Pick up the 4 empty wagons from platform 3 and return to the train in platform 2.  Add the empty wagons to the front of the goods train and continue to Penrhyndeudraeth.  

Stop in Penrhyndeudraeth loop, where the activity will end.

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.

2. Press the Tab key to pass signals at danger during the shunt at Barmouth.

3. This is an unfitted goods train and is therefore limited to 25 mph.  For added realism, use the loco brake instead of the train brake for slowing the train.

4. Ignore the 15mph speed limit at Dyffryn.

129. 1969 Coast pick-up goods-3

This is the third of three activities in which you drive the daily pick-up goods train between Machynlleth and Pwllheli in January 1967.  In this activity, you take the train from Penrhyndeudraeth to Pwllheli with one intermediate stop at Portmadoc.  Since the end of the previous activity, the empty explosives vans have been placed in the goods loop at Penrhyndeudraeth and the train is now ready to depart.

Take the train to Portmadoc and stop in the down platform.  Uncouple between wagons 0-2 and 0-3 and run forwards into the yard reception (ignore the reverse point).  Shunt as follows using manual points:   

1. Reverse to the brakevans siding and temporarily drop off wagons 0-11, 0-12 and 0-2.

 2. Pick-up 33029-0 & 1 from the goods shed and 33028-0 & 1 from the coal yard. 

3. Move coal wagons 0-11 & 0-12 from the brakevans siding to the coal yard.

4. Move van 0-2 from the brakevans siding to the goods shed.

5. Place all empty wagons (those from Portmadoc and those picked up from Barmouth in the previous activity) in Portmadoc yard road 1 (shunt via the yard reception and shunting neck).

Return to the train in the down platform and continue to Pwllheli.  

Stop in Pwllheli yard reception 2, where the activity will end.

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path on the mainline, but you will need to change the points yourself during shunting operations at Portmadoc.

2. Press the Tab key to pass a signal at danger at Portmadoc.

3. This is an unfitted goods train and is therefore limited to 25 mph.  For added realism, use the loco brake instead of the train brake for slowing the train.

130. 1971 Early morning DMU to Barmouth

In this activity you drive the 0648 passenger service from Machynlleth to Barmouth in July 1971.  This service ran to Pwllheli with a crew change at Harlech.  However, the activity has been curtailed at Barmouth to avoid the 28 minute scheduled wait at this location.  

Starting from Machynlleth shed, follow the preset path to the down platform and stop to load passengers.  Drive the 0648 service as far as Barmouth calling at all stations apart from Dovey Junction, Gogarth, Abertafol and Llangelynin.  

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.

2. Press 'e' to change up a gear and 'shift+e' to change down.

3. As Aberdovey had lost its passing loop by this date, you are routed through the right-hand platform at this station (i.e. the main line).  You may ignore the 15 mph limit at this location.  You are also routed through the right-hand platform at Morfa Mawddach.

4. Due to a bug in Train Simulator, the train will accelerate indefinitely when running in reverse if left in gear.  To avoid this problem, select neutral as soon as the desired speed has been reached.

131. 1971 Morning DMU to Machynlleth

In this activity you drive the 0852 passenger service from Harlech to Machynlleth in October 1971. This service is the 0756 from Pwllheli and formed the morning school service between Minffordd and Harlech.  Thankfully, the school kids have all alighted, so it should be a peaceful trip.   

Note:

1. Press 'e' to change up a gear and 'shift+e' to change down.

2. As Dyffryn had lost its passing loop by this date, you are routed through the right-hand platform at this station (i.e. the main line).  You may ignore the 15 mph limit at this location.  

132. 1973 Late evening DMU: part 1

This is the first of 2 activities in which you drive a late evening return trip from Machynlleth to Barmouth in March 1973.  

Drive the 2012 passenger service from Machynlleth to Pwllheli as far as Barmouth, where there is a crew change.   This service calls at all stations apart from, Gogarth, Abertafol and Llangelynin.  The activity will end after unloading passengers at Barmouth.

Note:

1. Press 'e' to change up a gear and 'shift+e' to change down.

2. By 1973 Llwyngwril had also been reduced to a single platform, but at this location it was the former loop (the old up platform) that was retained.  You are therefore routed through the right-hand platform at this station in addition to Aberdovey and  Morfa Mawddach.

3. This train is fitted with a headlamp, which is illuminated by pressing the h key twice.

133. 1973 Late evening DMU: part 2

This is the second of 2 activities in which you drive a late evening return trip from Machynlleth to Barmouth in March 1973.  

Drive the 2115 passenger service from Barmouth to Machynlleth, calling at all stations apart from Llangelynin, Abertafol and Gogarth.  It is now 2115 so depart straight away.

After unloading your passengers at Machynlleth (and not before the departure time shown on the timetable), follow the preset path to the locomotive shed.  Park your train inside the shed, where the activity will end.

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.

2. Press 'e' to change up a gear and 'shift+e' to change down.

3. This train is fitted with a headlamp, which is illuminated by pressing the h key twice.

4. Due to a bug in Train Simulator, the train will accelerate indefinitely when running in reverse if left in gear.  To avoid this problem, select neutral as soon as the desired speed has been reached.

134. 1975 Llanaber sea defences

In this activity you drive a sea defences civil engineering train between Machynlleth and Llanaber in July 1975.

Starting from one of the tank sidings in the upper yard at Machynlleth, drive non-stop with your train of rocks and a crane along the Cambrian Coast as far as Llanaber (just north of Barmouth).  Stop just past Llanaber halt, so that the brakevan is in the halt platform, where the activity will end.   

Note:

1. This train is unfitted and is therefore limited to 25 mph.  Do not exceed this limit and take extra care when descending steep gradients.

2. You are routed through the right-hand platforms at Aberdovey, Llwyngwril and Morfa Mawddach, as all 3 stations had lost their passing loops by this date. You may ignore the 15 mph speed limit at Aberdovey.

135. 1975 Permanent way: part 1

This is the first of 2 activities in which you drive a permanent way train in October 1975.  During a Sunday possession track repairs have been carried out on a short stretch of line between Towyn and Tonfanau.  The permanent way train is now ready to return to Machynlleth.  

Starting with a train of empty ballast hoppers at the location of the track repairs, drive as far as Towyn and stop in the station.  Aim to stop with the locomotive underneath the footbridge.  Uncouple the loco and follow the preset path to the Towyn slate siding to pick up train 33034.  Reverse back into the station and add the new wagons to the front of the train.  Continue to Machynlleth. 

Run through Machynlleth station as far as the reverse point (which is located just beyond the end of the tank sidings).  You must stop precisely at this reverse point to avoid losing your path.  Finally, reverse the train into Machynlleth yard siding 1, where the activity will end (you must stop).   

Note:

1. This activity uses a preset path.  The points will change automatically when you stop at each reverse point.

2.  Press the tab key to pass a signal at danger at Towyn.

3.  Do not exceed 25 mph at any time.  

4.  You may ignore the 15 mph speed limit at Aberdovey.

136. 1975 Permanent way: part 2

This is the second of 2 activities in which you drive a permanent way train in October 1975.  It is now Monday morning and time for the train to return to its base at Shrewsbury from Machynlleth.  

Start immediately and drive non-stop (signals permitting) from Machynlleth to Coleham Yard, Shrewsbury (which by this date had become a permanent way depot).  Stop in Coleham goods yard 1, where the activity will end.   

Note:

1.  Do not exceed 25 mph at any time.  

2. Most of the intermediate stations had closed by this date and many of the passing loops and sections of double track had been removed.  Where appropriate, you are therefore routed on the right-hand line at certain locations.

137. 1976 Passenger shift: part 1

This is the first of 3 activities forming a shift for a Machynlleth driver in July 1976.  In this activity you drive the early morning passenger service between Machynlleth and Aberystwyth.

Drive the 0616 passenger service from Machynlleth to Aberystwyth, calling at Dovey Junction and Borth.  In addition to a few early morning passengers, this train also carries the mail from Shrewsbury, so expect to stop for a couple of minutes at Borth.  By contrast, the stop at Dovey Junction is only to exchange single line tokens (there is no connecting service to or from Pwllheli).  

Note:

1. Most of the intermediate stations had closed by this date and many of the passing loops had been removed.  Where appropriate, you are therefore routed through the right-hand platform (i.e. the main line).  Ignore the 30 mph speed limits at Glandyfi, Ynyslas, Llandre and Bow Street.

2. At Aberystwyth stop in the platform before the final set of points.

3. This train has a 4 speed gearbox.  Press 'e' to change up a gear and 'shift+e' to change down.   

138. 1976 Passenger shift: part 2

This is the second of 3 activities forming a shift for a Machynlleth driver in July 1976.  In this activity you drive a passenger service between Aberystwyth and Shrewsbury.

Drive the 0750 passenger service from Aberystwyth to Shrewsbury, calling at Borth,  Dovey Junction, Machynlleth, Caersws, Newtown and Welshpool.  

Note:

1. Most of the intermediate stations had closed by this date and many of the passing loops and sections of double track had been removed.  You are therefore routed on the right-hand line at certain locations. 

2. You are advised to ignore the 30 mph speed restrictions at the closed stations (i.e. those not listed on the timetable) apart from Cemmes Road, Talerddig and Westbury, which remained in use as passing places. 

3. This train has a 4 speed gearbox.  Press 'e' to change up a gear and 'shift+e' to change down.   

139. 1976 Passenger shift: part 3

This is the third of 3 activities forming a shift for a Machynlleth driver in July 1976.  In this activity you drive a passenger service between Shrewsbury and Machynlleth. Occasionally during the summer months, passengers were delighted to find that the regular DMU had been replaced by a Class 25s hauling Mk1 carriages. This is one such service. 

Drive the 1140 passenger service from Shrewsbury to Aberystwyth as far as Machynlleth, where there is a crew change.  In addition to the normal passenger stops at Welshpool, Newtown and Caersws, expect to stop at Westbury to pass an Aberystwyth to Shrewsbury train. 

Note:

1. As usual for the 1970s you are routed on the right-hand line at certain locations due to the track rationalisation that had occurred by this time.  However, this wasn't possible between Sutton Bridge Junction and Hanwood or between Welshpool and Forden due to the lack of suitable crossovers.    

2. You are advised to ignore the 30 mph speed restrictions at the closed stations (i.e. those not listed on the timetable) apart from Westbury, Talerddig and Cemmes Road, which remained in use as passing places. 

3. This train has a 4 speed gearbox.  Press 'e' to change up a gear and 'shift+e' to change down.   

140. 1976 Excursion from Pwllheli
It was not uncommon during the 1970s to see pairs of Class 25s running along the Cambrian Coast with special passenger services from all over the UK.  In this activity you drive a Leeds to Pwllheli charter train on the first leg of its return journey between Pwllheli and Machynlleth in September 1976.

Note:

As Dyffryn had lost its passing loop by this date, you are routed through the right-hand platform at this station (i.e. the main line).  You may ignore the 15 mph limit at this location.

Glossary

Points (the British term for switches) – a special piece of railway track that enables the route of the train to be switched from one track to another.

Shunting (the British term for switching) – moving wagons between sidings or tracks

Unfitted wagons – wagons that do not have air or vacuum brakes, i.e. handbrakes only.

Fitted wagons – wagons fitted with air or vacuum brakes that can be operated by the driver from the locomotive.

Unfitted train – a train containing mostly (or entirely) unfitted wagons.

Fitted train – a train consisting entirely of fitted wagons.

Partially fitted train – a train consisting of a mixture of fitted and unfitted wagons.  There must be sufficient fitted wagons to comply with the regulations for partially fitted trains (i.e. to provide adequate braking force for the train) and these wagons must be placed together at the front of the train.

Down – the direction away from London

Up – the direction towards London (or Oswestry or Shrewsbury)

Running round – the action of moving the locomotive from one end of the train to the other
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